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Desperate Households 

 

For the past few weeks we have been looking deeper at what we believe and why we do what we do.  We 

looked at Why Church, Why Communion, Why Marriage, Why the United Methodist Church, Why Baptism, 

and Why the Bible.  Many have shared how these messages have helped them understand more fully who we 

are as followers of Jesus Christ.  During the month of June we will be focusing on families. 

 

The family today is under attack. Everything seems to be drawing families apart rather than together.  There are 

very few activities in our culture today that people do together as a family.  Relationships are discussed in terms 

of singleness and individual choice rather than corporately or in groups.  Many families used to eat at least one 

meal together every day.  Today when dinner is being discussed each person is allowed to have something 

different as a main course and parents will travel from fast food place to fast food place to satisfy each person in 

the family.  Even when it comes to television, each person has their own and can choose what show they want 

to watch separated from everyone else. 

 

This also can happen in the church.  We have events and programs based on age or gender and divide up people 

instead of providing times for families to do things together.  While it is important to be need based in our 

ministries we need to remember to provide opportunities for people to be together as families.  These are the 

questions I often wrestle with.  At what age can children be with their parents and the family can worship 

together?  What ministries can couples do together?  What ministries can families get involved in together? 

 

Through the coming month we will be looking at helping our families grow in intimacy.  You will be 

encouraged to do something as a family.  Maybe it will be worshipping together or getting involved in a 

ministry together. 

 

Wrestle with these questions: When was the last time you took a family vacation?  What have you done as a 

family in the last month?  What can you do as a family on a regular basis to develop intimacy in your family? 

 

My hope and prayer is that we will not let the world separate us but we will be drawn closer as families. 

 

See You In Worship! 

 

 Pastor John  

 

 

THE NEXT ISSUE OF THE CRCUIT RIDER WILL BE FOR JULY/AUGUST.  PLEASE SEND ME 

YOUR ARTICLES BY JUNE 10
TH

.  THANK YOU.     NANCY ( penrodt@comcast.net) 

 

 

mailto:penrodt@comcast.net


                            YOUTH NEWS 
 

As I write this article, I’m preparing a talk with our 

youth group about some of the misuses of Facebook 

and other social media such as texting and  email.  I 

personally think that Facebook can be pretty cool 

when used in moderation and when it’s used to 

reconnect and communicate briefly with some of my 

friends.  I enjoy seeing pictures of what my friends 

are up to and reading their posts about what they’re 

thinking about and what they’re enjoying.    

 

Along the way, however, I’ve also seen problems in 

the ways that people use social networks like 

Facebook.  One of the first is the loads of 

information that people often put on their Facebook 

sites.  I’ve witnessed people slandering others and 

venting their frustrations with people publicly, 

saying crude things that would never be said in 

certain company…  It’s too much information.   

 

“E-conflict” is a funny word that I recently read in 

an article, and it speaks to another related but 

slightly different misuse of social media than what I 

mentioned above.  This is when people are willing 

to confront an issue or vent a frustration through 

text messaging or email, but aren’t willing to deal 

with resolving the issue face-to-face.  I believe that 

as God’s people we can reclaim the lost art of face-

to-face reconciliation in our culture.  It makes me 

think of Matthew 18.15 where Jesus says, “If your 

brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, 

between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you 

have gained your brother.”  Communication over 

important matters through texting or email can be 

easily misread, especially if the topic is one that’s 

emotionally charged.   

 

But it’s not just an issue with conflict, it’s also an 

issue with friendship.  I’ve been places where 

people who are present with other people seem 

more engaged with the people who aren’t present – 

texting them on their cell phones.  For some young 

people, it’s becoming common, and if it isn’t used 

in moderation, it could lead to some shallow 

friendships along the way.  Imagine the irony of 

having 500 friends on Facebook but having no close 

friends to discuss important matters with – I fear 

that some people are already headed down that 

road.   

 

Part of the greatness of the Incarnation of Christ is 

that Jesus came to be personally present with 

humanity as a flesh and blood human being.  After 

His resurrection, the indwelling of His Holy Spirit 

in Christians is a reminder that He is with us 

“always, even to the end of the age (see Matthew 

28.20).”   

 

May we be a people of God who follow in His 

example by being personally present with others, 

whether in resolving conflict or in building true 

friendships.  And may we be a people who spend at 

least as much time with others as we do talking 

through a screen.    

 

“And
 
let us consider how to stir up one another to 

love and good works, not neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 

one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

drawing near.” – Hebrews 10.24-25 

 
  

Attention Parents: Youth Group 

Babysitting Night! 
June 5

th
 5:30pm-10pm 

Think of it as our way to support parents in our 

church by giving you a night out and us hanging 

with your kids.  The night for the kids will include a 

movie, fun games, and a lesson from God’s Word.  

For more info, contact Matt @ the church office. 

 

Sr. High Girls Bible Study 
 

For any girl in high school including those 

entering 9
th

 grade to learn more about who you are 

and how God created you to be: a serious 12 week 

book study (book will be announced soon).  

Wednesday nights starting June 9
th

 to August 25 

from 6:30 pm – 8:30 pm at the home of Kim  

 

Congratulations 
 

Congratulations to Wesley who has been chosen as 

a recipient of a Frances Nelson Scholarship for the 

2009-2010 academic year.  This is an annual award 

given to undergraduate students who are members 

of churches in the Greater New Jersey Conference 

with the goal of full time Christian service 

following graduation. 



SUNDAY SCHOOL WALK FOR MISSIONS 
It is that time of year again. Spring has sprung and 

walking outdoors is wonderful at this time of year! 

The Sunday school classes will again be walking in 

order to raise money for Missions. The students will 

be asking for donations between services beginning 

the last week of April until the day of the walk on 

June 6
th

. The rain date for the walk is June 13
th

.  

We are keeping the focus of the Sunday school 

walk to missions that help children. We will be 

collecting Pop Top can tabs again to support the 

Ronald McDonald House in Long Branch, NJ. The 

tabs may be brought in through June 7
th

. There is a 

collection box in the Sunday school Office and 

beginning in May there will be a collection 

container in the Narthex as well. The proceeds of 

the walk will help with children’s scholarships for 

Christian summer camp programs or children and 

youth going on mission trips.  

Scholarship applications are available through the 

Sunday school office and must be returned by May 

30, 2010.  

Please reach out to the Sunday school classes by 

sponsoring a child (or two) and help them make this 

Mission a success!! Please look for the classes 

between services. God bless you for your help.  

 

Class of 2010      
 

St. Paul’s would like to recognize all those students 

who will be graduating from college or high school 

this year.  If you know someone who fits that 

category please fill out the information form below 

(including phone number and email if you know it) 

and put in the offering basket or drop it off in the 

office.  For more information or to give names 

please call the office at 732-458-2080. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Name        

 

Graduating from      
 

  High School   College 

 

Phone Number    E-Mail __________ 

 

Address       _____ 

 

_______________________________________ 

 
 

UMCOR 
 

United Methodist Committee on Relief 
 
There has been a request from UMCOR for the following 2 
emergency kits.  Please do not feel like you need to purchase the 
entire kit.  We will collect the items in a bin in the narthex and 
assemble the kits.  These kits will be used in Haiti and other disaster 
locations. Please call Claire Kroeze 732-330-5704 or church office 
with any questions.     **ALL ITEMS MUST BE NEW** 
 

Birthing Kit 
Value: $8 per kit 

Place these items inside a sealed one-gallon 
plastic bag. 

¶ 1 hotel-size bar of soap (1 oz. and up) 

¶ 1 pair of clean latex gloves 

¶ 1 clean single use razor blade (carefully 
wrap the blade in paper or plastic to 
protect it and keep it from causing 
injury) 

¶ 2 flannelette receiving blankets, each 
1 square yard 

¶ Missions will purchase the 
following - do not buy these -1 
square yard of clear 4 mil plastic 
sheeting and 3 pieces of clean string 
each 12" long. 

Layette Kit 
Value: $35 per kit 

KIT CONTENTS 
¶ 6 cloth diapers 

¶ 2 infant shirts or 2 one-piece body suits  

¶ 2 baby washcloths 
¶ 2 gowns or sleepers ïUMCOR has provided a 

simple  pattern for those that prefer to sew the gown. 
Please see Claire Kroeze 

¶ 2 diaper pins 

¶ 1 sweater open in the front 

¶ 2 receiving blankets 
All emergency kits are carefully planned to 
make them usable in the greatest number of 
situations. Since strict rules often govern 
product entry into international countries, it 
is important that kits contain only the 
requested items nothing more.  

 

Senior Joy 
 

Senior Joy will meet on Thursday, June 10
th

 at 

12:30 PM. Our guest speaker will be The Reverend 

Fran Noll our District Superintendent.  Bring your 

own sandwich.  Dessert and beverage will be 

provided



Marriage Moment - Helpful Hint 
 

Watch the movie Up.  Put the kids to bed, and 

watch it as a couple. Keep the idea of memory 

being a positive force in your marriage in your head 

as you watch, and pay particular attention to the 

first 11 minutes 30 seconds. Towards the end, pay 

attention to scene 24 (1hr 04 to 1 hr 06) and scene 

27 (1hr 10 – 1hr 13).  The point of the Marriage 

Moment article this month was to not wait until a 

relationship ends to remember it fondly. Instead, 

purposefully and intentionally relive its best 

moments while that reliving can act to rejuvenate 

and strengthen it! 
 

Now together, go relive your best married 

adventures – and plan your next one!  
 

Summer Bible Study 
 

Diane and I (Brian) will run the Tommy Nelson 

video series on The Song of Solomon. 
 

Thursday nights, 7:30 at our house, starting on 

June 17 
 

12 week study, short video each week with 

discussion to follow.  We find that keeping this 

group relatively small leads to better discussions 

(plus our living room can only hold so many!)  Kids 

can come and play outside, or have Wii 

tournaments in the basement.  So contact me to 

reserve your spot on our couch.  
 

United Methodist Women 
 

Dates To Remember: 

 

June 1 Executive Board 7:00PM 

June 15 UMM & UMW and guests   

Picnic 6:00 PM 

Please bring a covered dish- hamburgers and 

hotdogs will be provided.  We need salads and/or 

appropriate food for a picnic.  Dessert will be 

“make your own Sundae”. 

 

Thank You 
 

My sincere thanks to all who sent cards and prayers 

during my recent illness.  God Bless you for your 

kindness.  Alice D 

God blessed us 

with a beautiful 

day for our 7
th

 

Elegant Tea. THANK YOU SO MUCH to all of our 

volunteers who helped with planning, set-up, clean-

up, serving, food prep & plating – not to mention all 

the ladies who baked tea breads.  Last, but by no 

means least, many thanks to all those who 

purchased tickets and attended!  
 

 

Summertime Fun on  

Sunday Morning 
 

It's almost Summertime! And this summer Saint 

Paul’s is trying something new! We will be having 

a time for the children ages 3 through 5th grade to 

gather together and have fun during first service 

after the children’s message... Every Sunday will be 

something different!  This is a wonderful 

opportunity for them to learn more about each other 

and more about you. We encourage everyone to 

take this time to come share with the kids a hobby, 

skill, craft, game, story, recipe, job...just use your 

imagination! You'll only have to come one Sunday, 

and hopefully you'll get to know some of our 

fabulous kids too. If you'd like to help on a more 

regular basis, that would be great as well! There 

will be a sign up sheet in the narthex to put down 

your name, phone number and what it is you'd like 

to volunteer. With a little help from a lot of people 

we can make this summer fabulous and fun for our 

kids. And if you have any questions, see Matt Kay, 

Ed or Jen. Thanks! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Counseling Article June 2010 

Donna Ridge 
In today’s crazy world it may seem difficult to find 

healthy relationships.  A lot of my counseling 

comes down to this basic human need.  In their 

book “Safe People” Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr. John 

Townsend  devote the whole book to safe and 

unsafe people and how to recognize them.  

Sometimes it is difficult as Christians to “judge” 

others and their intentions.  I don’t believe that the 

Lord would have us analyzing everyone we meet to 

discern whether they are “safe” people or not. 

However, over time we must make decisions about 

certain relationships.  Some relationships are 

actually toxic for us.  That is not to say the other 

person is bad, just bad for us.  The following is a 

short list of things to look for in an unsafe 

relationship vs. a safe relationship.  

1. Unsafe people are those who think they have 

it all together and do not admit their 

weaknesses 

2. Unsafe people condemn us rather than 

forgive  

3. Gossips are unsafe people  

4. Unsafe people can have a negative rather 

than a positive effect on us  

5. Unsafe people do not want to move on or 

grow.  They want everything to remain 

status quo 

This is by no means a complete list. I’m just giving 

you a few things to think about.  Now here are a 

few traits of positive and safe people. 

1. Safe people encourage our relationship with 

God.  They see our gifts and encourage us. 

2. A safe person is someone you can be 

yourself around.  Acceptance is the key 

word. 

3. A safe person will help us grow in love for 

others. 

4. A safe person encourages you to be all that 

God wants you to be. 

5. A safe person is someone you can trust with 

your struggles and won’t judge you. 

My desire is to be that safe person.  What about 

you?  I suggest if you constantly have unsafe people 

in your life, read “Safe People” and make new 

friends. 

 

Church Cleanup Day 
 

The Board of Trustees would like to thank those 

who participated in the April 24 clean up day at the 

church.  Your hard work has made the church shine 

and some of the projects which we were able to do 

were badly needed.  Thank you all for your help and 

we hope to see you at the next clean up day.  We 

thank the following people for helping out: 

  
 

High Seas Adventure! 

Vacation Bible School 
 

Get ready to set sail on the high seas during our 

2010 Vacation Bible School.  We will be sailing 

this Summer from August 2
nd

 through August 6
th

.  

Watch the bulletin and Circuit Rider for more 

information in the coming weeks. 

 

Welcome New Members 
 

Please welcome the following new members into 

membership at St. Paul’s UMC  on May 16
th

. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 

June Dinner  
 

Indoor -- barbecue 
 

WHEN:   SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 2010  
WHERE: NORCROSS HALL  
TIME: 6:00  PM  
  Barbecue Chicken  
  Burgers and Hot Dogs  
  Scallop Potatoes  

  Vegetables 
  Bread and Butter  
  Salad  
  Dessert 
 

For the Children – 

Chicken Fingers & Mac & Cheese 
 

 

 
 

Pancake Breakfast 

June 6  2010 

8 ï 11 AM 
The United Methodist Men of St. Paulõs  

Will be having an All you can eat  

 Pancake Breakfast.  

At St. Paulõs United Methodist Church 

714 Herbertsville Road  

Brick, NJ 

$5.00 
                        (Under 12 $2.50) 



St. Paul's United Methodist Church 

June 2010 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 Weekly Events & Meetings  - -  

9:00 Sunday School 

9:00 Adult Bible Study 

 9:00 Trad. WorshipService 

 9:00 & 10:45 Childcare- Rm 1 

 10:10 Fellowship ï Norcross Hall  

 10:45 Contmp. Worship Service 

1:00pm Womenôs Softball prac. 

8:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 

 

4:00pm Daisy Troop 1022 - 

Nursery 

6:00pm Daisy Troop ï Rm. 9 

6:30pm Womenôs Softball 

6:30pm Senior High Youth 

6:30pm Girl Scouts ï Rm. 8 

(every other week) 

6:30 Cub 33 ï Tigers ï Rm. 10 

6:30 Cub 33 ï Bears ï Rm. 7 

7:00 Monday Night Bible 

Study ï Sanc. 

7:15 MN Bible Study Men ï 

Rm. 5 

7:15 MN Bible Study Women 

ï Rm. 6 

 

Before/After Care 7:30-

9:30am 12noon ï 6:00pm 

     Youth Room   

6:30pm Menôs Softball Prac. 

6:30pm Junior High Youth  

7:30 Safe Place ï Rm. 2 

 

Before/After Care 7:30-

9:30am 12noon ï 6:00pm 

     Youth Room   

 

 

 6:00am Men's Breakfast 

10:00 Ladies Share Grp- 

Penrods 

10:00 The Quilters ï Youth 

Room 

1:00pm  Staff Meeting 

3:30pm Girls Scouts 1572 ï 

Norcross/Nurs.  

 (every other week) 

6:00 Volleyball 

6:30 Cubs 33 ï Webelos ï Rm. 6 

7:00  Adult Bible Study 

 

Before/After Care 7:30-9:30am 

12noon ï 6:00pm 

     Youth Room 

6:30pm Men’s Softball 

6:30 Alcoholics Anon. – Room 

6 
 7:00 Boy Scout Trp 33 –  

Norcross 

7:00 Bible Study 
 8:00 Chancel Choir 

 

Before/After Care 7:30-
9:30am 12noon – 6:00pm 

 9:00am   Bulletin Team ï 

Lib 

4:00pm  Girl Scouts trp 

1311 Nurs. 

7:00pm   Praise Team ï 

Sanctuary 

8:00 OCA ï Library 

 

Before/After Care 7:30-

9:30am 12noon ï 6:00pm 

     Youth Room 

 7:00am Menôs Disciple 

  

 10:00 Menôs Softball Prac. 

  

  

  

  

 

 1 

  7:00 UMW Executive 

Board 

2 

  

  3   4 

  

  

 5 

 8:00am  UMM 

  Pancake Breakfast 

6 

 

  

 7 

 7:00 Council on Ministries 

 7:00 Trustees 

  

 8 

12noon Rebeccah Circle 

7:00PM Miriam Circle 

  9 

 7:00 Lydia Circle  

 10 

 12:30PM Senior Joy 

 11 

  
 12 

 4pm UMM Foot 

 Washing 

 6pm Fellowship 

 Dinner 

 

 13 

 

 14 

SPCS School Picnic 

 

 7:00 Finance 

 

 15 

 SPCS Adj. Schedule 

 3 yr old Closing Program 

 6:00 UMW Dinner – 

Norcross 

7:45 UMW - Sanctuary 

  16 

 SPCS Adj. Schedule 

 4 yr old Closing Program 

7pm Baccalaureate Service 

  

 

 17    

 SPCS Adj. Schedule 
18 

 6:30am Breakfast for the 

Homeless 

 

SPCS Last Day of School 

 19 

 8:00 UMM Breakfast 

 

 

 

 20 

       

 

 

 

 21 

  

 

 22 

  

 23 

  

  

 

 24 

  

 25 

  

  

 

 26 

  

 

 

 27 

 Sunday School Teacher 

Appreciation 

 

 

 28 

  7:00 SPR Meeting 

 29   

 

 30 

  

 

 

  

   

   

 

 



 


