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From The Pastor’'s Desk

What is the message of Christmas? The messagersti@as is, “You matter to God.” You matter tod=p much that
He sent Jesus Christ to earth to let you knowythatmatter to Him. That's the whole message ofs@has.

There is a word that we'll hear more and more @rtext month. The most used word in this seastimeisvord "gift".
You will be out frantically searching for giftspfiling the right gift at the right place at the tighice. Where did all that
come from anyway? The tradition of gift giving la@dgoecause God gave you a gift at the very firsis€has. God has a
gift for you and His gift is Jesus Christ. It'p@rson.

"The angel said, ‘Don't be afraid! | bring you thmst joyful news ever announced, and it is fordweuly.
Today your Savior is born. He is Christ the Ld&ive glory to God in heaven, and on earth let tHeze
peace among people who please Godltike 2:10-14

I think it's significant that the very first thirthe angel said to people when he announced thas d&&®orn is "Don't be
afraid.” Some people are afraid of God. But J&3gst came to earth not to scare us but to saveTiat is why he
came as a baby. Who is afraid of a baby?

If God wanted to relate to cows, He would have beza cow. If He wanted to relate to birds, He wicuhve become a
bird. But He wanted to relate to human beings sacéime to earth as a human being. He came inwdHd the same
way all of us came into the world. As a birth.

This Christmas accept God's gift of happiness,opiehand of harmony. These are the side benefitscefving God's big
gift, Jesus Christ.

The angel said;l bring you the most joyful news ever announceHllg says | want you to be happy. God is not some
cosmic Kill joy in the sky, standing up there wadtito deal you a bummer, waiting to make your tifiserable. God
says, "l come to give you great news of great jaynd the first gift God wants you to have is He wgayou to be happy,
joyful. Jesus said] came to give life -- life in all its fullnessEnjoy it! God wants you to make the most of ybier,

not to waste it or abuse it, but to make yourdideint. Have you accepted God's gift of joy!

The scripture say$Today your Savior was born.God sent us a Savior. What is salvation?

What does it mean? It means three things. It méangiveness for your past, it means freedom fthenproblems that
mess you up in the present, and it means fulfilimanreternity. Forgiveness, freedom and fulfilmemhat's what it
means. But you've got to accept God's gift.

Then it says,'Let there be peace among the peopl&bd wants you to have good relationships witteofeople, not
just with Him. Christmas is a time for reconciliat. It's a time to break down barriers, builddpgs, restore
relationships that have been broken and damageda time to say, "I'm sorry. Will you forgive rae

For many people, Christmas is a very tense timaumcit means dealing with relatives you have wived issues with.
Christmas is a time for reconciliation. First yget peace witlisod and once you've got peace with God, then wbthg
peace ofGod in your life. Once you've got the peacé&ofl then you can have peace with other people.

| encourage you this Christmas to open up the@jiftl's given you and receive Him into your lifes ittal simple. All
you do is ask Him.



See you in Worship - Pastor John

Youth News

The Christmas season is a great time of
year! | love the music and | love the wonder and
excitement that comes along with the whole
holiday. Erin and | look forward to cultivatingah
sense of wonder for our son Caleb in the coming
years.

But along with the wonder and excitement
come hard times and harsh realities for many
people. The holiday season reminds many of loved
ones who are not here to share the moment with
them. Others are wrestling with a deep sense of
loneliness as they observe others who have families
to share their Christmas with. There are those who
are in hard financial situations and are trying to
cope with being able to pay bills as they wrestle
with the pressures of buying gifts. And lastlyert
are those whose circumstances (and for some, their
choices) have led them to the place where they
don’t even have a home this Christmas.

One of my favorite Christmas hymns
proclaims, “Joy to the world, the Lord is come;”
and the lyrics beg the question, “What joy can we
proclaim to this world in this season where so many
suffer?” And the reality is, that Jesu@ascome and
hasbegun to set up His kingdom! It's a kingdom
where hearts can “prepare Him room” and be re-
connected to God, it's a kingdom where Jesus’
followers are told to pray “Thy kingdom come, Thy
will be done orearthas it is in heaven,” and it's a
kingdom where Jesus’ followers are called to live
that prayer out in their daily lives - aarthas it is
in heaven!

Isaac Watts originally wrote the lyrics to
“Joy to the World” in a collection of writings he
entitled Psalms of David in the Language of the
New Testament .“Joy to the World” was his re-
writing of Psalm 98, and the original title for his
text was, “The Messiah’'s Coming and His
Kingdom.” That kingdom where sin is dealt with,
where relationships are restored, where we have the
hope of seeing our loved ones in Christ raised from
the dead, where we are called to reach out to the
stranger, where we called to reach out to the tleas
of these” in Christ (see Matthew 25) is moving
forward today! Let's live today with hearts that
have prepared Him room, and with lives that invite
others to faithfully look forward to the day when
“He comes to make His blessings flow, far as the
curse is found.”

Throughout the winter season, St. Paul’s
Youth Group will be collecting hats, gloves, socks,
and other clothing items that will help keep people
who are living in the cold a little bit warmer. 4,
if anyone wants to donate some canned food items
such as soups and chili, that would be great!sd al
want to encourage you to join us for some pizza and
Christmas caroling to local nursing homes on
Tuesday, December $5at 5:30pm. Let'she the
Church to a world that needs the love of Jesus in
every way - reminding others of the hope of the
resurrection, inviting others into the relationghip
that God gives us in His Church, and giving our
goods to help others in need as we proclaim “Joy to
the world, the Lord is come!”

Merry Christmas! - Matt

Snowbirds

If you will be leaving New Jersey for warmer
climes over the winter please let the office know.
We will hold your Circuit Rider for your return.
The post office does not forward Circuit Riders and
charges us $0.37 to return them to the church.
Please include an estimated return date so we can
start sending the Circuit Rider to you when you
return.

Name

Address

| will be leaving returning

Baptism Congratulations

Congratulations to the following families who had
their child baptized November 8th:



Hallelujah!

St. Paul's Chancel Choir and Christmas Concert Bandwill present their Christmas
cantata and concert on December 19 and 20, Saturdayd Sunday nights, at 7:30 PM.

The Chancel Choir will present*A Christmas Invitation” by David Clydesdaldt is a great
cantata that will be just the right start to younriStmas holiday. It invites all to come and
celebrate “the day that Joy came to our worl&.Christmas Invitation” will touch hearts
with the timeless message of God's love throughsChrbirth. We are led through the musical
by two narrators and pageantry that tell the stdrdesus’ birth. Besides the beautiful singing of
our Chancel Choir there are solos, duets, triog,aashow-stopping children’s/youth number as
well. Many Christmas carols are woven throughoet thusical and a congregational sing-a-
long is featured at the finale. It is a stirring stal inviting us to “come just as we are to the
Savior”.

Our Christmas Concert Bandwill present‘Songs of the Seasontvith great Christmas music.
We are planning on presenting different stylesnftoaditional Christmas songs to classical and
even a “swing” Christmas number. Our Concert Baaade up of woodwinds, brass, and
percussion players from St. Paul’s and the higloaish colleges, and communities around us,
ages 8 grade through adult. It is a unique ensemble ef @5 members and we are excited to
involve our church and community in this instrunamutreach.

Why not take time out from the hustle and bustlaaliday planning to experience what the
season is really all about. Please mark these datgsur calendar today and invite family and
friends to join us. It is sure to be a great pastaur Christmas celebration




. Christmas Eve

Services |
~ - POINSETTIAS FOR CHRISTMAS
gy
/\ 5:00 PM Family Service United Methodist Men are now taking orders for
7:30 PM Candlelight Service Christmas Poinsettias. If you would like to
11:00 PM Candlelight / purchase a Poinsettia, please fill out the form

below and return with your payment The form
and money can be placed in the collection plate,
sent or given directly to the Church office.

PiZZ& & CaI’O”ng The cost of each plant is $8.00,
Checks payable to St. Paul's U.M.M.

Communion Service

For All Church Family

Set asideTuesday, December 15th, PLEASE RETURN BY DECEMBER 9, 2007
for an evening to bring special love

to our nursing homes residents. We ORDER FORM

will meet at church at 6:00 PM for
Name:

pizza. We will then go Christmas
Caroling to several nursing homes Address:

and meet back at church for hot
chocolate and donuts. All ages are  phone:

invited and encouraged to join us for
this special evening. It is a time to In Loving Memory Of:

forget about the pressures of the

holidays and bring the real meaning  In Honor Of:
of Christmas to others. A sign-up
chart is outside Norcross hall and in
the Narthex. Please sign up even if
you don’t want pizza. There will be a $2.00/person

POINSETTIA QTY TOTAL $ ENC.

| want to take my plant home

or $5.00/family charge for the refreshments.

MARTY LYONS FOUNDATION Sending Cards to Our Service Men
TOYS FOR TOTS and Women
Once again, St. Paul's will reach out to this The UMW would like service
organization in their efforts to collect toys. i¥h men and women to hav
Foundation holds a Christmas party for children in  Christmas cards sent to them fro

the hospital, who are suffering from life-threatemi the congregation. If you know
illnesses and their siblings. Last year we pratide  someone in the service you woul
them with over 200 gifts and this year we hope to like cards sent to, please fill oL
accomplish the same success. You will soon see a the form below.

box in the Narthex and another by Norcross Hall for

any smalltoys you wish to donate. The children

really do enjoy the gifts, as they cannot go home Name

during the Holidays, and we all know of the
financial burden that being in the hospital can Address

occur. If you have any questions please see Ken.




Men’s Basketball %

Men’'s basketball is now starting up again. We are

entering our 8 year. We play in Norcross Hall on %
Tuesdays from 5:30 — 7:30PM (except on the third
Tuesday of the month.) So come on out for some o & ' () * &
good fellowship. For further information call Jerr ( ) & & +
or Rich L &&+ - 1)
. ( )
Senior Joy N 2 0

o . ( ++ + 1 +

You are invited to join us for lunch on December g & ) '

10" at 12:30 PM. Bring a sandwich. Dessert will

b . . . & ,2/34. + & ++
e provided. We have a very special program. Jim .

Hughes will be doing a Christmas show, “Angel % |/ *
Song”. The program will begin at 1:30 PM in the * & +.0
Sanctuary. All are invited. An offering will be oo 16 & (

taken &

UMM CHRISTMQS TREE SALES 17+ )+ )8 & &

7+ ) ) ()

1 1 & 1+ 6
++ ' 1 ++ &1
6666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666666
7 ( 1 1 & & & +
United Methodist Men are selling trees i )9 (8
Staring November 29th
From 5pm to 9pm Monday thru Friday (:

<LLLLLLL L L L L L L L L L L

Sunday 12 -5 PM

‘;

<L L L L L L L L L Ll

. . . & <<k
Sign up chart to help sell trees will be up in the
Narthex or outsid&leanor Norcros&ellowship % & + '& + (
Hall in November C<LLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLL
=&& +  ( &  (++
> * :

d’é;a UMM Pancake Breakfast at St Paul's

: : | .
From the United Methodist Men e %06es &
Order Forms available in the Narthex for N ( )+ $$
delivery in December " 48 %,
You can also call the office at
732/458-2080 to order. 0



\\
J
s

U

T2
L
k:'ybri@&\\‘
Nll(;\ﬁur 2
AR SS\. q
)
11'1“.&_&. é/ ;E:
S /e

—y
e Y
N
{ =S§g' ,
v 3 -

[

T
1

December
Dinner

WHEN: Saturday, December 12, 2009
WHERE: Norcross Hall
TIME: 6 PM

Menu
ITALIAN NIGHT

Rolls & Butter
Salad
Dessert

For the kids
1)




Sunday

St. Paul's United Methodist Church
December 2009

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

urdzat

9:00 Sunday School

9:00 Adult Bible Study

9:00 Trad. WorshipService
9:00 & 10:45 Childcare- Rm 1

8:00 Alcoholics Anonymous

Weekly Events & Meetings -

10:10 Fellowship — Norcross Hall
10:45 Contmp. Worship Service

6:00pm Daisy’s — Rm. 9
6:30pm Senior High Youth
6:30pm Girl Scouts — Rm. 8
(every other week 14 & 28)

6:30 Cub 33 — Bears — Rm. 7
7:00 Monday Night Bible
Study — Sanc.

7:15 MN Bible Study Men —
Rm. 5

7:15 MN Bible Study Women
- Rm. 6

Before/After Care 7:30-
9:30am 12noon — 6:00pm
Youth Room

6:30 Cub 33 — Tigers — Rm. 1

6:30pm Junior High Youth
7:30 Safe Place

12noon — 6:00pm
D Youth Room

Before/After Care 7:309:30anPenrods

6:00am Men's Breakfast
10:00 Ladies Share Grp-

10:00 The Quilters — Youth

Room

1:00pm Staff Meeting

3:30pm Girls Scouts 1572 —

Norcross/Nurs.

(every other week — 2 & 16)

4:30pm Cherub Choir

6:00 Handbell Choir

6:00 Volleyball

6:30 Cubs 33 — Webelos — Rm]

6

7:00 Adult Bible Study

Before/After Care 7:309:30am
12noon — 6:00pm

1:45pm Moms-in-Touch -
Chapel

5:30pm Father-Son
Basketball — Norc.

6:30 Alcoholics Anon. —
Room 6

7:00 Boy Scout Trp 33 —
Rm. 5

7:00 Carol Choir

7:00 Celebration Choir
7:00 Bible Study

8:00 Chancel Choir
Before/After Care 7:30-
9:30am 12noon — 6:00pm

7:00pm Praise Team —

Sanctuary

8:00 OCA - Library

Before/After Care 7:30-

9:30am 12noon — 6:00pm
Youth Room

9:00am Bulletin Team — LiH

7:00am Men'’s Disciple

Youth Room
1 2 3 4 5
7:00 UMW Executive Board 8am UMM Pancake Breakfd
3:30pm Girls Scout Trp 1311
- Nursery
6:00pm Youth Group 30 houn Youth Group 30 hour Famir|
Famine
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
ond Sunday of Advent 7:00 Council on Ministries  [12noon Rebeccah Circle 7:00 Lydia Circle 12:30PM Senior Joy Jesus Birthday Party Christmas Store — St.
7:00 Trustees 7:00PM Miriam Circle 3:15- 5:30 Thomas

10:00AM Hanging of the
Greens - Sanctuary
SPCS Daddy’s Day
6:00PM Fellowship Dinner

Office Closed

13 14 15 16 17 18 19
3 sunday of Advent 7:00 Finance 5:30 Pizza and Caroling 6:30am Breakfast for the | 8:00 UMM Breakfast
Homeless
6:30 Pack Meeting Pack 33 (7:30 Christmas Band and
Cantata
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
4" Sunday of Advent Christmas Eve ServicegChristmas Day
6:30pm HSA 5pm, 7:30pm, 11pm |Office Closed
7:30 Christmas Band and SPCS Adj. Schedule
Cantata
27 28 29 30 31
7:00 SPR Meeting NO VOLLEYBALL




