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____________________________________________________________________________________________________________                                         
From the Pastors Desk 
 
The other day someone asked me, “Pastor what is Advent?”  I gave a quick seemingly incomplete answer.  
Following is a more detailed explanation that I found on-line that hopefully will help all of us understand 
Advent. 
 
Advent is the beginning of the Church Year for most churches in the Western tradition. It begins on the fourth 
Sunday before Christmas Day, which is the Sunday nearest November 30, and ends on Christmas Eve (Dec 24).  
 
Historically, the primary sanctuary color of Advent is Purple. This is the color of penitence and fasting as well 
as the color of royalty to welcome the Advent of the King.  The purple of Advent is also the color of suffering 
used during Lent and Holy Week.  This points to an important connection between Jesus’ birth and death. The 
nativity, the Incarnation, cannot be separated from the crucifixion. The purpose of Jesus’ coming into the world, 
of the "Word made flesh" and dwelling among us, is to reveal God and His grace to the world through Jesus’ 
life and teaching, but also through his suffering, death, and resurrection.  
 
The word Advent means "coming" or "arrival." The focus of the entire season is the celebration of the birth of 
Jesus the Christ in his First Advent, and the anticipation of the return of Christ the King in his Second Advent. 
Thus, Advent is far more than simply marking a 2,000 year old event in history. It is celebrating a truth about 
God, the revelation of God in Christ whereby all of creation might be reconciled to God. That is a process in 
which we now participate, and the consummation of which we anticipate. Scripture reading for Advent will 
reflect this emphasis on the Second Advent, including themes of accountability for faithfulness at His coming, 
judgment on sin, and the hope of eternal life. 
 
In this double focus on past and future, Advent also symbolizes the spiritual journey of individuals and a 
congregation, as they affirm that Christ has come, that He is present in the world today, and that He will come 
again in power.  
 
That acknowledgment provides a basis for holy living arising from a profound sense that we live "between the 
times" and are called to be faithful stewards of what is entrusted to us as God’s people. So, as the church 
celebrates God’s inbreaking into history in the Incarnation, and anticipates a future consummation to that 
history for which "all creation is groaning awaiting its redemption," it also confesses its own responsibility as a 

people commissioned to "love the Lord your God with all your heart" and to 
"love your neighbor as yourself." 
 
The beginning of Advent is a time for the hanging of the green, decoration of 
the church with evergreen wreaths, boughs, or trees that help to symbolize the 
new and everlasting life brought through Jesus the Christ.  
 

 

 



The Advent wreath is a circular evergreen wreath (real or artificial) with five candles, four around the wreath 
and one in the center. The circle of the wreath reminds us of God Himself, His eternity and endless mercy, 
which has no beginning or end. The green of the wreath speaks of the hope that we have in God, the hope of 
newness, of renewal, of eternal life. Candles symbolize the light of God coming into the world through the 
birth of His son. The four outer candles represent the period of waiting during the four Sundays of Advent, 
which themselves symbolize the four centuries of waiting between the prophet Malachi and the birth of Christ. 
 
The colors of the candles are usually three purple, corresponding to the sanctuary colors of Advent, and one 
pink candle. One of the purple candles is lit the first Sunday of Advent, a Scripture is read, a short devotional or 
reading is given, and a prayer offered. On subsequent Sundays, previous candles are relighted with an additional 
one lit. The pink candle is usually lit on the third Sunday of Advent.  
 
The light of the candles itself becomes an important symbol of the season. The light reminds us that Jesus is 
the light of the world that comes into the darkness of our lives to bring newness, life, and hope. It also reminds 
us that we are called to be a light to the world as we reflect the light of God's grace to others (Isa 42:6). The 
progression in the lighting of the candles symbolizes the various aspects of our waiting experience. As the 
candles are lighted over the four week period, it also symbolizes the darkness of fear and hopelessness receding 
and the shadows of sin falling away as more and more light is shed into the world. The flame of each new 
candle reminds the worshippers that something is happening, and that more is yet to come. Finally, the light that 
has come into the world is plainly visible as the Christ candle is lighted at Christmas, and worshippers rejoice 
over the fact that the promise of long ago has been realized. 
 
Advent is one of the few Christian festivals that can be observed in the home as well as at church.  With its 
association with Christmas, Advent is a natural time to involve children in activities at home that directly 
connect with worship at church.  In the home an Advent wreath is often placed on the dining table and lighted at 
meals, with Scripture readings preceding the lighting of the candles, especially on Sunday. A new candle is lit 
each Sunday during the four weeks, and then the same candles are lit each meal during the week. In this 
context, it provides the opportunity for family devotion and prayer together, and helps teach the Faith to 
children, especially if they are involved in reading the daily Scriptures. 
 
It is common in many homes to try to mark the beginning of Advent in other ways as well, for the same purpose 
of instruction in the faith. Some families decorate the house for the beginning of Advent, or bake special 
cookies or treats, or simply begin to use table coverings for meals. An Advent Calendar is a way to keep 
children involved in the entire season.  There are a wide variety of Advent calendars, but usually they are 
simply a card or poster with windows that can be opened, one each day of Advent, to reveal some symbol or 
picture associated with the Old Testament story leading up to the birth of Jesus.   
 
It is truly a humbling experience to read back through the Old Testament and see how frail and imperfect all the 
"heroes" actually are. Abraham, the coward who cannot believe the promise. Jacob, the cheat who struggles 
with everybody. Joseph, the immature and arrogant teen.  Moses, the impatient murderer who cannot wait for 
God. Gideon, the cowardly Baal-worshipper. Samson, the womanizing drunk. David, the power abusing 
adulterer. Solomon, the unwise wise man. Hezekiah, the reforming king who could not quite go far enough. 
And finally, a very young Jewish girl from a small village in a remote corner of a great empire. 
 
It never ceases to amaze me why God could not have chosen "better" people to do His work in the world. Yet if 
God can use them, and reveal Himself through them in such marvelous ways, it means that He might be able to 
use you and me, inadequate and unwise as we are. And it means that we need to be careful that we do not in our 
own self-righteousness put limits on what God can do with the most unlikely of people in the most unlikely of 
circumstances. I think that is part of the wonder of the Advent Season. 
 
Pastor John 
 



  
Hello Again! 
 
   One thing that has been on my mind and heart since some of the members of our church went to the Catalyst 
conference in Georgia last month is the fact that God is a defender of those who are helpless and that He seeks 
to do something about poverty and injustice in the world.  Psalm 12:5 says “For the oppression of the poor, for 
the sighing of the needy, now I will arise,” says the LORD; I will set him in the safety for which he yearns.”��
But verses in the Bible like this beg us to ask the question: “How exactly does God arise to meet the needs of 
the poor and the oppressed?  How does He move towards setting them ‘in the safety for which they yearn’?”   
 

One simple answer that we see over and over again in the scriptures is that God has chosen one primary 
method for reaching the world with His love: He has chosen to use His people!  God wants to use us as His 
hands and feet for making a difference in this world!  James 1:27 says “Religion that God our Father accepts as 
pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being 
polluted by the world.”  Whenever we pray for God’s will to be done “on earth as it is in heaven,” we become a 
part of what God is doing in the world, and hopefully we are moving our hearts, souls, minds, and strengths 
towards being an active part of that process.   

 
When we hear about the reality of all of the world’s poverty and oppression, however, we also can tend 

to feel helpless as though we don’t really have much supply to meet the need.  The disciples felt this way in 
Matthew 14 when Jesus commanded them to feed over five thousand people and all that they had was some 
boy’s five loaves of bread and two fish.  The beautiful reality, however, is that when Jesus said “Bring them 
here to me,” something amazing happened: all of them ate and were filled with twelve baskets of leftovers to 
spare!  When we commit ourselves and what little we have to Jesus, He makes us a part of what His mission 
and ministry, and life becomes a whole lot better for those in need and for ourselves as we put on the love of 
Christ.  God doesn’t need our abilities, He simply wants our availability when He calls us to follow Him, and I 
pray that we all find strength and comfort in the fact that God will not call us to a ministry that He will not also 
empower us to do.   

 
I pray that our eyes, ears, and hearts will be attentive to the needs around us this holiday season, and 

may we be ready to respond with the love and compassion of Christ.   
 
Your brother and partner in service,  
 
Matt K.   

 

 
 
 

December 24, 2006 
10AM Morning Worship Service 

 
Christmas Eve 

Services 
 

5:00 PM Family Service 

        7:30 PM Candlelight Service 

11:00 PM Candlelight /Communion Service 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Pizza & Caroling 
 

For All Church Family 
Set aside Tuesday, December 19, 2006 for an 
evening to bring special love to our nursing homes 
residents.  We will meet at church at 6:30 PM for 
pizza.  We will then go Christmas Caroling to 
several nursing homes and meet back at church for 
hot chocolate and donuts.  All ages are invited and 
encouraged to join us for this special evening.  It is 
a time to forget about the pressures of the holidays 
and bring the real meaning of Christmas to others. 
A sign-up chart is on the wall across from the 
offices.  Please sign up even if you don’t want 
pizza. There will be a $2.00/person or $5.00/family 
charge for the refreshments. 

 

Snowbirds 
 

If you will be leaving New Jersey for warmer 
climes over the winter please let the office know.  
We will hold your Circuit Rider for your return.  
The post office does not forward Circuit Riders and 
charges us $0.37 to return them to the church.  
Please include an estimated return date so we can 
start sending the Circuit Rider to you when you 
return. 
 
Name _______________________________ 

Address 
______________________________________ 
_________________________________________ 
 
I will be leaving____________ 
 
returning____________  

Ecumenical Hymn Sing 
The Community Inspirational Hymn Sing was 
started many years ago by members of the First 
Baptist Church “with a vision to unite local 
believers who loved to sing (and hear) His praises.”  
The hymn sings occur every month of the year 
except for October, which is Mission month for 
many of the local congregations.  The HymnSings 
for the end of this year will be: 
 
December 3   6:30pm at St. Martha’s in Point 
Pleasant 

 

Envelopes and Tax Laws 
 

According to a recent email excerpt written by Sue 
Stevens, CFA, CFP, CPA a new tax law has been 
passed this year that has an impact on claiming 
charitable deductions to churches.  The IRS requires 
that you have a paper trail on all donations.  Ms. 
Stevens wrote “If you don’t have written 
documentation for any cash gift, you can’t claim a 
deduction.  So for you church-goers, gone are the 
days you can throw $20 in the offering plate and 
claim it on your taxes.  You’ll need to use your 
offering envelopes (or whatever your house of 
worship uses to document offerings,) or you can’t 
write it off.” 
 
If you currently do not use envelopes and would 
like to start receiving them please fill out the tear 
off and give to the office or place in the offering.  If 
you have received offering envelopes this year 
please fill out the form below.  We will be issuing 



new envelope numbers starting with the January, 
2007 envelopes.   
 
 
Name _______________________________ 
   
Current Envelope # ____________________ 

 
I would like to  continue        stop        start 

 
receiving offering envelopes in 2007 

 
 
 
 
 
CHANCEL CHOIR CHRISTMAS 
CANTATA & MESSIAH SING-A-LONG  

& 
CHRISTMAS CONCERT BAND 

 
St. Paul’s Chancel Choir and Christmas Concert 
Band will present their Christmas cantata and 
concert on December 16 and 17, Saturday and 
Sunday nights, at 7:30 PM. 
 
The Chancel Choir will present “Sing We Now of 
Christmas” . The music is beautiful and includes 
many well- known and new Christmas songs to be 
sung by choir, youth, and congregation. Along with 
the music will be a special “Hanging of the 
Greens” time for the congregation to decorate the 
tree with ornaments that they have brought. There 
will be another time in the cantata when the 
congregation will bring up food donations as their 
“gift” to the baby Jesus to be used for our church 
food pantry. We therefore ask the congregation to 
bring a simple ornament and can of food to help us 
out in our presentation. 
 
Following the cantata, the Chancel Choir will invite 
audience members to join us in singing some of the 
famous Christmas choruses from Handel’s Messiah. 
If you have ever sung this glorious work you are 
invited to join us in front of the congregation. We 
are excited to join together in our joy of our 
Savior’s birth. 
 
Our Christmas Concert Band will present some 
great Christmas music as well. We are planning on 
presenting different styles, from traditional 

Christmas songs to classical and even a “swing” 
Christmas number. Our Concert Band is made up of 
woodwinds, brass, and percussion players from St. 
Paul’s and the communities around us, ages 7th 
grade through adult. It is a unique ensemble and we 
are excited to involve our church and community in 
this instrumental outreach. 
 
Please mark these dates on your calendar today and 
invite family and friends to join us. It is sure to be a 
great part of your Christmas celebrations. 
 
Barbara E 
Director of Music  
 

 

 

 

 
 

Delanco Camp Meeting Winter Retreat 
Willow Valley  

Resort & Conference Center 
 

All members of St. Paul's UMC are invited to the 
Delanco camp Retreat taking place at Willow 
Valley on March 9-11 2007.  The theme for the 
weekend is “The Deeper Life” and the featured 
speaker is Doug Smith, Sr. Pastor of Sharptown 
UMC.   To encourage more people from St. Paul's 
to attend the church is giving a $25 upfront discount 
per person.  This will be a great opportunity for you 
to get away, relax and recharge your spiritual 
batteries.  For more information contact the office at 
732-458-2080 

 
Military Addresses Sought 

 
The UMW would like to send cards to members in 
the military who will be away from home during the 
Christmas season this year.  If you have the name 
and address of anyone serving in the military and 
would like them to receive a card, please contact the 
office.  You may drop off the name and address or 



call the office at 732/458-2080.  Thank you and 
God Bless. St. Paul’s UMW 
 
Name_____________________________________ 
 
Address___________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________ 
 
 ___________________________________ 
 
We ask the congregation to send cards to the 
following: 
  



POINSETTIAS FOR 
CHRISTMAS 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

United Methodist Men are now taking orders for 
Christmas Poinsettias. If you would like to 
purchase a Poinsettia, please fill out the form 
below and return with your payment.  The form 
and money can be placed in the collection plate, 
sent or given directly to the Church office. 

 
The cost of each plant is $7.00, 

 
Checks payable to St. Paul’s U.M.M. 

 
PLEASE RETURN BY DECEMBER 11, 2005 

 
ORDER FORM 

 
Name: __________________________________________ 

 
Address: ________________________________________ 

 
Phone: _________________________________________ 

 
In Loving Memory Of: _____________________________ 

 
In Honor Of: ____________________________________ 

 
 

POINSETTIA        QTY________ TOTAL $ ENC.________ 
 

I want to take my plant home ____________________ 
 

Please deliver to a shut-in     ____________________ 
 

Senior Joy 
 
Our Christmas luncheon will be held on Thursday, 
December 14th at 12:30.  Lunch will be provided.  
Our Christmas Program will be soloist Josephine L, 
accompanied by Al R, blind pianist .  Excellent 
program!  Please let me know if you will be 
attending so I know how much food to buy. 
 
Ruth S 

 
Thank you for being so generous in bringing in so 
many of the items we requested for the Lexington 
house Christmas Party on December 17th.  We now 
have enough calendars, tissues, butter cookies and 
candy canes.  We are aslo getting near our goal of 
150 personal care bags.  What we would like to add 
to our Angels list is something to keep the residents 
a little warmer this winter, hats and gloves!  Please 
continue to place your contributions in the large 
container marked “Lexington House”.  If you have 
any questions call Donna Jordan at 732/458-2232. 

 

Ministry Training Class 
 
Pastor John will be giving Ministry Training 
Classes on Wednesday evenings at 7 PM.  The 
classes will be December 6th and December 13th in 
the Library.  For more information contact Pastor 
John at 732/458-2080. 



Kids Alley Stockings 
 

A HUGE thank you to those who are filling 
stockings for the children of Kids Alley. We 
distributed all 50 in one day!  A couple of things to 
remember.... 

 

*The stockings are due back by Sunday, 
December 10th. There will be a bin in the 
narthex to collect them. 
* The gifts in the stockings may be wrapped. In 
fact it will probably be more fun for the kids if 
they are. 
* Each stocking is designated for a specific 
child, so please remember to return them. If 
something comes up and you're unable to fill the 
stocking, simply return the empty stocking and 
I'll take care of it. 
* If you didn't get a stocking but would still like 
to help out, we are also collecting unwrapped 
toys that will be distributed to the kids parents 
to take home and put under the tree. Once again 
there will be a box in the narthex for them. 
* If you would like to add more to your stocking 
than is on the list that would be fine. Viv just 
wanted to make sure each child received the 
same basic things 
* We will be driving down to give out the 
stockings on Saturday, December 16th. You are 
welcome to join us! 

Thank you again! 
Jenifer  

Commitment Cards 
 

Thank you to all who turned in commitment cards 
during the Consecration Sunday service.  If you 
have not turned in your commitment card yet, you 
may place it in the offering basket or turn it in to the 
office.  There are blank cards available on the 
bookrack in the back of the Sanctuary. 
 

Atlantic Wind Ensemble Benefit 
 
The Atlantic Wind Ensemble and Chorus will be 
presenting a Christmas Concert on December 10th at 
7 PM at St. Andrew’s UMC in Spring Lake.  All 
proceeds will go to benefit the Moores, a family of 
twelve who were burned out of their home in the 
beginning of December.  All are invited to attend.   
 
 
 

UMM CHRISTMAS TREE SALES  

 
 
 
 

From 5pm to 9pm Monday thru Friday 
From 9am to 8pm Saturday 

Closed on Sunday 

 

Sign up chart to help sell trees will be up in the 
Narthex or in Eleanor Norcross Fellowship Hall 
 
IN FAITH WE GROW 
STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN  
 

Financial Update Regarding the 20 Year 
Mortgage: 
 
Monthly mortgage payment....$9,637.03 
Expansion givings for Oct.......$12,022 
*30 year mortgage with an interest rate of 5.75%* 
 

Today’s Reading: 
Scripture Reading: 2 Corinthians 9:1-2, Mark 
10:29-30 

Key Thought: Zealous stewardship spreads like a 
powerful contagion. 

Today's Reflection:  Simon the Zealot must have 
been an exciting person to be around.  That kind of 
passionate, enthusiastic personality can’t remain 
still or quiet for very long.  And it probably didn’t 
take a great deal of time for those around him to 
observe and hear about what was important to him - 
and be caught up in it, too.  He couldn’t keep it 
contained.  It just spilled out of him.  

We can’t really hide our genuine passions, either.  
They reveal themselves in what we talk about, how 
we spend our time, how we spend our resources.  
And we can’t really keep them from affecting those 
around us.  Just as the Corinthians’ eager readiness 
to give inspired the Macedonians to give in spite of 
their poverty, our zealous stewardship can ignite an 
entire body of believers to give far beyond their 
abilities; and devote themselves wholly to the Lord.  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On December 2, 2006, St. Paul’s United Methodist Church, 714 Herbertsville Road, Brick, 
New Jersey will host a Holiday Arts & Crafts Fair to benefit Kids Alley, a non-profit 
faith-based organization, which provides inner-city children with school supplies and 
after-school programs, educational and academic support, nutritional provisions, 
leadership development, and living arts Admission is $3.00 for adults and children under 
10 free. 



        St. Paul's United Methodist Church 

December 2006 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 Weekly Events & 
  Meetings  - - - - - > 
 9:00 Sunday School 
 9:00 Trad. Worship Service 
 9:00 & 10:45 Childcare- Rm 1 
 10:10 Fellowship – Boyd Hall  
 10:45 Contmp. Worship Service 
 6:30pm  Young Adult 
 8:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 

 
7:00pm Sr. High Youth  
7:00 Disciple I 
           
 

  
 6:00pm Men’s Basketball  
 6:00  Scout Den (Bears) – Rm 8 
 6:00  Scout Den (Wolf)– Rm 6 
 6:00 Scout Den (Tigers) – Rm 7 
 6:30 Disciple III – Lib  
 7:00 Jr. High Youth 
 7:30 Scout Den (Web. 1) –Rm 8 
 7:30  Safe Place 
  
 
 

 6:00am Men's Breakfast 
 10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Ladies Share Grp- 
Penrods 
 4:30pm Cherub Choir 
 5:30 Youth Bible Study 
6:00  Bell Choir 
 6:40 Adult Bell Choir 
 7:00 Adult Bible Study 
 

7:00pm Carol Choir 
7:00 Celebration Choir 
 7:00 Alcoholics Anon. 
 7:00 Boy Scout Trp 33 
 7:00 Bible Study 
 8:00 Chancel Choir 
 

  9:00am Bulletin Team 
 4:30pm Girl Scouts –Rm 6 
 6:30 Praise Team 
 8:00  OCA 

 
  

 7:00am Men’s Disciple 
  
 

  
  
 
  

 
 
 

  
   
   
 

  
   

  
  
 
   
      

 1 
   
 

 2 
    9;00 Hanging of the Greens 
   Kid’s Alley Craft Fair  

  3  1st Sunday in Advent 
 
  Communion – Kid’s Alley 
  (Luncheon after service) 
  

 4  
 7:00 Trustees 
 7:00 Council on Min. 
 
 
 

 5 
 7:00pm UMW Exec Board 
 

 6 
   
7:00pm Christmas Band 
  
 

 7 
     
   

 8 
 Jesus Birthday Party 
 3:15-5:15 

 9 
   Christmas Store  
    SPCS Daddy’s Day 

10 2nd Sunday in Advent 
 
        
   Epilepsy Foundation Lunch 

 11 
    
 7:00 Finance 
 7:00 Leadrship Meeting 
 
 

 12 
    
  11:30am Rebeccah Circle 
     7:30pm Deborah Circle 
 

 13 
   7:00pm Christmas Band 
     7:30pm Lydia Circle 
     

 14 
   12:30pm Senior Joy 
 
    
     

 15 
    
 7pm Miriam Circle Party 

 16 
    
  8am Men’s Breakfast 
  9am Cantata Rehearsal 
  7:30pm Christmas Cantata 

 17 3rd Sunday in Advent 
     
 7:30pm Christmas Cantata 

 18 
   
 

 19 
   6:30 PM Pizza and Caroling  
             
  

 20 
 

 21 
              
       
 

 22 
   

 23    

 

 24 4th  Sunday in Advent 
 
 10am Combined Service  
Christmas Eve Services 
     5pm, 7:30pm, 11pm  
 

 25 
    Christmas Day 
    Office closed 

 26 
 

 27 
   
 
 

 28 
   

 29 
 

 30 
    

31 
  New Years Eve 

  1 
  New Years Day 
   Office Closed 

         

  
 


