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Stewardship is at the heart of John Wesley.  He considered it an integral part of Christian discipleship.  
Stewardship was a consistent theme of his preaching and personal practice throughout his life.  Giving of 
financial resources was viewed as a necessary spiritual discipline of every member of the Christian church.  For 
Wesley, no one was exempt from the commandment to love God and neighbor and giving was considered an 
expression of that love. 
 
The original reason Wesley gathered people together in small groups was for the soul purpose of meeting 
financial needs.  Money would be collected to help others that were in need.  The practice of giving to others 
was the way to make sure the Christian did not become prideful or arrogant. 
 
But for Wesley, stewardship does not begin with money.  Neither does it originate in humanitarianism, charity 
or duty.  Stewardship has its origin in the nature and mission of God.  God owns everything and God desires 
that all people share in the blessings of God’s good creation.  At the very core of existence is grace, and creation 
itself is permeated with God’s grace.  God’s grace pervades all existence – prevenient, justifying, saving, 
sanctifying, and perfecting.   
 
The anchor of a Wesleyan perspective on stewardship is God’s grace and love, which is defined as a gift.  
Everything is owed to God whose very character is expressed in giving and who desires that we share in His 
generosity by giving ourselves.   
 
One of the special gifts given to human beings is the invitation to share in God’s own life and mission by being 
a steward.  Wesley believed that God placed resources in our care to use as God sees fit; and God desires that 
all people have the necessities for a full and abundant life as beloved children of God.  He was convinced that it 
was contrary to God’s purpose for him to enjoy the comforts of life if others did not have the necessities. 
 
May God give us eyes to see the needs before us and the spirit of love to share in an Act of Kindness toward 
someone today. 
 
See You in Worship,  Pastor John 
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 As we head into the fall season, our youth 
group is beginning to pick up a steady rhythm again 
after a summer filled with a lot of transition.  It’s 
been exciting to see a couple of our young people 
come to know Christ and others growing and 
becoming more devoted in their relationship to 
Christ.   
 
 I’m currently looking at late October / early 
November as the start of our confirmation classes, 
and specific information in regards to dates should 
be available by the time you are reading this letter.  
The purpose of confirmation is to affirm the faith of 
those who attend, to strengthen that faith by giving 
some direction towards growing in Christ, and to 
give the congregation an opportunity to bear 
witness to the faith of those who attend.  The 
content of the classes will be the “ABC’s” of our 
faith in Christ: Assurance, Baptism, Church, 
Devotion, and Evangelism.  Anyone from 6th grade 
to 12th grade is welcome to be a part of our 
Confirmation classes.  If you have any questions, 
please free to email me or call me at the church 
office.   
 
 As for our Jr. and Sr. High groups, we’ve 
been going through books of the Bible with our 
teens.  Our Jr. High group has been learning about 
the story of God vs. Satan, sin, and the gospel; and 
we’ve just begun to start going through the book of 
John.  Our Sr. High group has been going through 
Ephesians and looking at our identity in Christ, His 
work of grace, and how Christ wants to tear down 
dividing walls between people. 
  

Much thanks for those of you who have 
been praying for the youth group and youth leaders 
(Jen Burns, John Leighton, Amy Lockwood, Sean 
Howard, and Ali Winters).  Please continue to pray 
for the youth ministry of our church – that God 
would be nothing short of number one in everyone’s 
lives, loves, and desires.   
 
Grace & Peace,  

 
Matt  



Senior Joy 
 
Senior Joy will meet on Thursday, October 11TH at 
12:30 PM.  Bring a sandwich, 
Dessert will be provided.  
 
 
We will be having Sandy and Howard as our guests. 

 
 

Thank You from Norris and Ruth Blair  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ! 

 

 
 
Words cannot express how we feel about the dinner 
you gave to honor us.  We both feel overwhelmed 
by all the love that was in the room.  As we looked 
out on everyone, we said “Golly this dinner could 
be for many people here tonight.”  It was a 
gathering of the Lord’s disciples, everyone there, 
serving the Lord in their way.  We want to thank 
Mission One, and all who did so much to make this 
a night to remember.  Ruth and I love you all and 
feel so blessed to represent you in this ministry.  
The Lord bless you all, as you bless others. 
 
Love in Christ, Ruth and Norris 
 
 

 
 

As we did 10 years ago, men from St. Paul’s will be 
planning a day trip for the event.  

 Interested in going?   
 

Contact:  Vern  
 Nelson  

See:  www.standinthegap2007.org for complete 
event information. 

 
St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
Administrative Board Meeting 
September 4, 2007 
 

�  Two AED (Defibrillators) have been 
purchased; CPR class that includes AED 
training will be scheduled for the entire 
church.   

 
�  Finance:  All new purchases need to be 

approved by Finance Committee prior to 
purchasing.  Committee Chairman will need 
to submit their budgets for 2008.   A Motion 
was approved to add a fifth name (SPR 
Chairperson) to the list of those eligible to 
sign checks for the Church.    Two approved 
signatures are needed on every check. 

 
�  Trustees:  Work continues with volunteers 

on Wednesday nights at 6 PM.  The new 
sign is in process and a meeting with the 
township is scheduled for November 7.   

 
�  SPR: Committee will be working on 

identifying someone to lead Congregational 
Care.   

 
�  Sound system training will be held during 

the first two Friday nights in October.  All 
are invited. 

 
�  Missions:  A mission trip to Uganda through 

WGM is being planned for next August.  
Trip will be planned for Mexico this year.  O 
house near completion. 

 
�  Pastor John: Church-wide study “50 Days 

of God’s Love,” to be held during Sept.30-
Nov.18.  It will include sermons, Acts of 
Random Kindness (ARK), small groups, and 
scripture memorization.  A new three-year 
commitment to Expansion debt reduction 
will be made on November 18th.   

 
�  Ocean Grove:   The administrative board 

passed the following motion: 

We, the undersigned members of Saint Paul’s 
United Methodist Church of Brick Township, 
extend to our brothers and sisters of the Ocean 
Grove Camp Meeting Association our hands in 
fellowship.  We stand with you in agreement with 



the Book of Discipline.  We affirm your right to 
choose how your property is used.  If there is 
anything St. Paul's UMC of Brick can do to help, 
please let us know.  Our prayers will be with you 
during this trial. 

 

�  The next Administrative Board meeting is 
scheduled for November 5 and we will be 
pre-approving the 2008 budget.  The Annual 
Church Conference will be held on 
November 19. 

 
 
 
               

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN 
 
Dates to Remember 
October 2 Executive Board 7 PM 
 

Tuesday, October 16th 
Dinner 6:00 PM & Auction 7:00 PM 

 
 
 

 
 

UMC Northern Shore District Dinner 
 
ON October 10th the ladies will gather at St. Paul’s 
for dinner, fellowship and to hear a great speaker. 
The Ingathering will be hygiene items for HIV 
affected residents of Center House, Asbury Park.  
The items listed below are the requested donations: 
 
Toothbrushes 
Toothpaste 
Tampons 
Band-Aids 
Sanitary Napkins 
Hypoallergenic body wash 
Hypoallergenic body lotion 
 
If you are attending the dinner, please bring the 
items with you.  If not attending the dinner, there 
will be a box in the narthex in which to put your 
donations.  Thank you. 
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To All the Wonderful People of St. Paul’s, 
 

We don’t know how we could ever thank all of you 
for everything.  You have been there every step of 
the way whether it was working at the house, 
providing a meal, filling that “never ending 
envelope” – you have been there.  Our house is now 
beautiful and safe, but more importantly it was built 
with love and we will always feel that love in every 
inch of the house.  We love you all and have been 
blessed to know each and everyone of you. 
 

With much love and thanks,   Mary, John,  
Frank, Eric, Chris and Jenna O 

 
IN FAITH WE GROW 

STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN  
 
We are coming to the end of our 3 year stewardship 
campaign.  Recently letters were sent to everyone 
who uses envelopes and also contributed to the 
expansion fund during the campaign.  If you did not 
receive a letter or have a question about the letter 
please contact Janet Post (A-L) or Madeline 
Sanford (M-Z).  An appreciative thank you to all 
who have given to the expansion. 
 

We will be starting a new 3 year stewardship 
campaign in the Fall culminating with a Sunday 
service in November where we will be asking 
everyone to make a new 3 year commitment.  The 
campaign will run concurrent with our study “50 
Days of God’s Love”.   
 
Financial Update Regarding the 20 Year Mortgage: 
 
Monthly mortgage payment.......................$9,637.03 
Expansion givings for August............... .........$8,894 
Current Mortgage Debt…………...…$1,245,000.00 
*20 year mortgage with an interest rate of 5.75%* 
 

Today’s Reading:  
Scripture Reading Acts 3:4-10, John 20:21 
 

Key Thought : Stewards are the channels of an 
endless, eternal supply 

 
Reflection  
As a steward, you have the incredible privilege of 
being a conduit of God's love, grace and power. He 
wants to use you as a vehicle through which will 
bring glory to Himself. Whatever He gives you in 
terms of resources is to be channeled, not dammed 
up and stored for personal benefit. The more open 
you are, the more blessed you will be and the more 
His grace will flow out to the world around you. 
And, no matter how much you pass on, there will 
always be more available.  
How open have you been as a channel of God's 
love, grace and power? 
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St. Paul's United Methodist Church 
October 2007 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 Weekly Events & 
  Meetings  - - - > 
 
 9:00 Sunday School 
 9:00 Trad. WorshipService 
 9:00 & 10:45 Childcare- Rm 1 
 10:10 Fellowship – Norcross Hall 
 10:45 Contmp. Worship Service 
6:30PM Vortex 
 8:00 Alcoholics Anonymous 

7:00PM  Senior High  
                Youth 
 

7:00 PM Junior High Youth  
7:30 Safe Place – Rm 10 
8:00pm Men’s Basketball 
 
  
 
 

 6:00AM Men's Breakfast 
 10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Ladies Share Grp-
Penrods 
4:30PM Cherub Choir 
6:00 Clarion Handbell 
Choir 
6:30 Workteam Lib. & 
Offices 
6:30 Volleyball 
6:40 Carillon Handbell 
Choir 
7:00 Adult Bible Study 

2:00PM Agape 
Homeschoolers - Nursery 
6:00 Women’s Bible 
Study 
7:00 Boy Scout Trp 33 
 7:00 Carol Choir  
 7:00 Celebration Choir 
 7:00 Bible Study – 
Pastor’s Notes 
 8:00 Chancel Choir 

 9:00AM Bulletin Team 
 7:00 PM Praise & Worship 
 8:00  OC Anon 

 7:00AM Men’s Disciple 
  
 

 1    
 4:30 BTSA Soccer 
Pictures 
7:00PM Trustees 

2 
 7:00PM  UMW Exec Bd Mtg 
 
 
 

3 
 
 
 
 

4 
 
 
 

5 
 

6 
  Annual Church Clean-up 
 
 
 
 
 

7 
 7:00PM Blair Benefit Concert 

 

8 
6:00PM Brownie Tr 1310 
7:00  Finance Mtg  
7:30   Council of  
               Ministries 
7:30 Lydia Circle 
 

9 
10:00AM Deborah Circle  
12noon Rebeccah Circle 
7:00pm Miriam Circle 

10   
No Volleyball 
6:00PM Northern Shore 
UMW District Dinner 

 11 
12:30PM Senior Joy 
 

12  
 

13  

14 
1:30PM - Volleyball – Indoor 4’s 
Tourney 
 
 
 
 

15 
4:30PM Daisy Troop 
 

16  
6:30PM  UMW Dinner &  
  AUCTION 

17  
 

18  
   

19  
 
  

 20 
  8:00AM UMM Breakfast 
    Church  Dinner 6 PM 

“Octoberfest” 

21 
 

22 
6:00PM Brownie Tr 1310 
7:30PM SPRC Mtg 
 
 

23 
 

24 
 

25  26  
  

27  
 

28 
 
 
 

29 
 

30 31    

28th ANNUAL VARIETY SHOW NOVEMBER 3 rd - 7 PM 
 
 
 


