I"# $

December, 2008

Away in the Manger

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay;
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

This carol describes Jesus being born in a mang&ras not born in a manger as we have marketediirculture today.
A manger is a feeding trough for animals. It wias place they would place hay and grain and sd@pthe horses,
cows, and other animals to eat. It was in thiegldnat Jesus was placed as a baby. So the licenfor a bed is a
major reflection of the lowly estate into which dgsvas born. Very likely it was outside or at keesiave dug out of the
rocky hillside. Jesus entered into this world shene way as we do, as a baby.

This enables Him to relate to every human being ever lived. You see in every religion there isjonalisconnect
between the creator and the creation. Jesus’ bigkes us understand that God understands us. isThigy true in
Christianity. The Son of God, the way into a relaghip to Goda wayis born in a manger.

The cattle are lowing; the Baby awakes,

But little Lord Jesus no crying He makes.

| love Thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle til morning is nigh.

This is a very interesting verse because it sogndsweet. But have you ever known a baby thag¢mened? | believe
Jesus cried as a baby. | have heard the joketiaperson who likes change is a baby and evemtitey cry about it. |
wonder if our complaining about change as adulésdarry over of us still being a baby.

He was wrapped in cloths. This was a sign of thigad and economic status of Joseph and Mary. Taglyno money.
They would never have any money. They had no hottieey. were country hicks to the world around them.

The song takes a personal turn in the next lided stay by my cradle until morning is nigh.is a personal request for
Jesus to be near, to stay close by while we sleep.

Be near me, Lord Jesus; | ask Thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me | pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
And fit us for heaven, to live with Thee there.

This is a prayer we hope all of our children wilap. It is a prayer hopefully all of us have prdydt is not only a prayer
about me but about other children. It is prayebleésing upon them.

The last line of this carol is the applicatioAnd fit us for heaven, to live with Thee thefiéhe purpose of Jesus coming
into the world was to make us right before God. &&enot make ourselves right, we need Jesus. Tuekes were not
made to last forever but our souls are going tdat¥re 70, 80, 90 even 100 years, when compartée toillion of years
our souls will live? This life is preparation fibrat.

Are you fit for heaven? Have you allowed God togfee you through Jesus Christ, the baby in thegeeh Do you
know that heaven is going to be your home? ThahigJesus came.

Jesus came to fit us for heaven. To make us réadyake us right. Are you ready? Are you rightrmGod?

See you in Worship — Pastor John



YOUTH NEWS

| am blessed to be involved in the youth ministry a
St. Paul's church. We have been seeing a lot of
young people get connected to our group to hear
and discuss God’s Word on a week to week basis.
A number of our young people know Jesus as their
Lord and Savior and are continuing to pursue a
deeper life in Him!

One of the most recent passages of scripture
that has been discussed in chapel this past month
has been Acts 2.42-47. It's a great example dyear
believers and the deeper life they pursued in
Christian community after their decision to repent,
be baptized, and follow Jesus. After all, our
conversion to Christ is only the beginning of & lif
marked with growth in Christian community — the
Church.

The Bible says that “They were continually
devoting themselves to the apostles' teaching@and t
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer
(Acts 2.42).” Many of you have heard of and used
the word devotion. The idea of devotion is that
someone is completely dedicated to a person, a
cause, or a course of action. These early beBever
had devotion to the Lord and to His cause here on
earth.

What were they devoted to? We read that
they were devoted tihe Apostles’ teaching which
we have preserved for us today in the New
Testament. The teaching that we need God’s grace
through faith to live a life that is acceptable dref
God, the message of the cross, the resurrectiah, an
the deity of Jesus Christ, the doctrines of theoSédc
Coming and of holy living before God. These are
some of the teachings that these early believers
devoted themselves to.

They were devoted tothe fellowship
Fellowship means sharing or having things in
common. As believers we share so much in
common — our faith in Jesus Christ, our love for
Him and His people, our desire to follow Him with
our entire lives, our struggles and joys, our nieed

more significant meaning to the phrase ‘breaking of
bread:’ it may be an early indicator of the factth

the Lord’'s Supper was a regular part of the
Church’s gatherings. Jesus blessed and broke bread
saying “Do this in remembrance of Me,” and to this
very day we remember the sacrifice that Jesus made
for us with the broken bread and the cup.

We read that they were devoted prayer.
Prayer is our connection with God. It is talking
with God, petitioning God, and thanking God; but it
is also listening to God. It is the privilege thvet
have of abiding in His presence. Through prayer
we learn more and more to rely on God’s strength
and not our own. As the old song goes, “they are
weak but He is strong.” Prayer reminds us of our
weakness and our need for His strength.

So today, tomorrow, and for the rest of your
journey here on this earth, may you be continually
devoted to these things as well: the scriptures, th
fellowship, the breaking of bread, and prayer. An
acronym that we used to help us remember these
things is FREE.

Fellowship — share the Christian life with
other believers

Remember — the sacrifice that Jesus made
for us on the cross

Educate - yourselves in the Word of God

Enter — into God’s presence through
prayer

At the end of the passage we read: “And the
Lord was adding to their number day by day those
who were being saved.” Evangelism — people
coming to faith in Christ — was an inevitable résul
of the Church living out their lives in faith and
devotion to Christ. May we reflect such a devotion
and love for God and others that people will desire
to know our Lord Jesus for themselves.

God Bless,
Matt

growth and encouragement... These early
Christians not only dedicated themselves to Christ
on a personal level, but on a community level as
well.

They also devoted themselves tihe
breaking of bread Simply put, they shared meals

together — a sure sign of a life shared together in

Senior Joy

Senior Joy will meet on Thursday, Decembéel &t
12:30. Bring a sandwich, dessert will be provideg.
Janet P and Mary B will entertain us. Please jeinju
For information call Ruth

|

community. There could, however, be an even



Counselor’s Corner

The holidays are upon us. Thanksgiving is past and
Christmas and the new vyear are quickly
approaching. For some, Christmas is the highlight
of the year. They can't wait to get out the
decorations and turn their houses and yards into
wonderlands. We love to see all the lights and in
some cases elaborate scenes on people’s lawns.
was our family’s tradition to ride around the town
and see all the beautiful lights and displays. |
carried that through with my children. It seems to
lift our spirits and is a good family time.

For others, Christmas is a sad time of year. iy ma
be because of their financial circumstances, ths lo
of a loved one at that time of year, or they justym

be born Scrooges. What ever the reason, they just
can't get into the festivities. Perhaps you know
people like this. Perhaps it is even you. Thoke w
love the holidays just can't believe that there are
those who are depressed or just ambivalent about
the season.

Especially at this time of celebrating our Savior's
birth, let us be sensitive to each other. Let ok n

forget that the season is just that; celebratirgy th
birth of our Lord Jesus Christ and why He came to
earth. Let us be patient with those who cannot or
will not be happy at this time. In our own

exuberance, let us ask the Lord how to minister to
those who may be mourning, have had hurtful
experiences at Christmas, or are just a Scrooge¢. L

PRAYER CORNER

Deuteronomy 4.7 says, "God is near to us whenever
we pray to Him."

Have you been into the prayer chapel next to the
sanctuary? It's a special place for any who desire
have a quiet private place to commune with God.

It This is part of the expanding prayer ministry at St

Paul's.

Many folks have been faithfully interceding forghi
body in prayer through the prayer chain and the
prayer cards are collected and a list compiled
weekly and prayed over. We are thankful for these
folks.

Currently, the new Prayer Ministry team has a new
goal to establish periodic phone visits with

everyone in the church to provide intercession in
prayer on their behalf by a trained "prayer wafrior

group and also provide follow up for outreach if
desired.

The prayer ministry would seek:

1) to increase awareness of the power of prayer

2) to nurture believers in the practice of prayera
foundational spiritual discipline

3) to establish and develop and maintain a small
prayer team whose goal is to reach out to the body
and community as intercessors.

Please contact Judy if you desire to participaté an

us keep our eyes on Jesus and the meaning of the train to be part of the prayer by phone ministiye

season. For those who cannot engage in all the
festivities, let us be kind and caring and leadrthe
to the real reason for the season.

Ask the Lord for wisdom when to address the
situation, or to just be supportive and let therown
that like Jesus we love them unconditionally.

In these economic times let us be like Paul and be
content whether we are abased or abounding,

because Jesus came to die for us. Please know that

| am available to you if you are having a difficult
time during this season. May you all have a very
blessed Christmas.

Donna Ridge

will meet at the church Tues. Dec. 9 to begin to
organize.

Judy W, Prayer Ministry




CHANCEL CHOIR CHRISTMAS CANTATA
&
CHRISTMAS CONCERT BAND

St. Paul's Chancel Choir and Christmas Concert Baildpresent their Christmas cantata and concert o
December 20 and 21, Saturday and Sunday nighis3@tPM.

The Chancel Choir will presentidy,Joy,Joy,” a brand new cantata that will be just the riglatrtsto your
Christmas holiday. It includes gorgeous newly cosgob music as well as traditional carols. Chancel,
Celebration, and Carol Choirs as well as pageawiliyall be part of the joy and wonder tie “greatest story”

ever told —that of our Savior’s birth

Our Christmas Concert Band will present some gtdmistmas music as well. We are planning on prasgnt
different styles, from traditional Christmas sortgsclassical and even a “swing” Christmas numbeur O
Concert Band is made up of woodwinds, brass, amcdupsion players from St. Paul's and the commumitie
around us, ages 7th grade through adult. It isiguenensemble and we are excited to involve ourathand
community in this instrumental outreach.

Why not take time out from the hustle and bustl@afday planning to experience what the seasoealy all
about. Please mark these dates on your calenday todl invite family and friends to join us. Itggre to be a
great part of your Christmas celebration.

Barbara Estelle

Director of Music

Christmas Eve Services

5:00 PM Family Service I
7:30 PM Candlelight Service
11:00 PM Candlelight / w

Communion Service



Pizza & Caroling

For All Church Family

Set asideTuesday, December 16tfipr an eveninqi
[

to bring special love to our nursing homes resisl

We will meet at church at 6:00 PM for pizza. |

will then go Christmas Caroling to several nurg

homes and meet back at church for hot chocf
Hd to

and donuts. All ages are invited and encourag
join us for this special evening. It is a timefdoget
about the pressures of the holidays and bring
real meaning of Christmas to others. A sigrn

chart is outside Norcross hall and in the Nartj
Please sign up even if you don’t want pizza. T

will be a $2.00/person or $5.00/family charge
the refreshments.
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UMM CHRISTMAS TREE SALES

United Methodist Men are selling trees

Staring November 29th

From 5pm to 9pm Monday thru Friday

From 9am to 8pm Saturday
Sunday 12 -5 PM

Sign up chart to help sell trees will be up in the
Narthex or outsid&leanor NorcrosEellowship
Hall in November

St. Paul's Mission Committee has decided as a
church we can no longer continue to support Kid’s
Alley in Camden. It has been brought to our
attention, by people directly involved with Kid’'s
Alley, that the ministry is no longer headed in a
direction that we can support.

Those of you who are sponsoring a child at Kid’s
Alley and have questions regarding this, please
contact anyone involved with the Kid's Alley
mission here at St. Paul’s.

SUNDAY SCHOOL HARVEST FOOD DRIVE

Over 50,000 people in Ocean County live on
incomes that are too low to provide their
families with the basic necessities.

One out of every 3 of these people are children.
Almost half (45%) of all households with
children experienced hunger, meaning they were
completely without any source of food at some
time during the year. No child should ever go
hungry.

In our economy today due to the high cost of
food and fuel along with changes in jobs and
income there is a higher necessity for families to
seek emergency food.

The shore area pantries have reported an
increase of 30% in the number of visits, which
equates to 7,000 more visits per month.

OUR MISSION as Sunday school children and a
caring congregation will be to help provide the
necessary food for our St. Paul’s food pantry tip he
those in need now and in the future “because hunger
isn’t seasonal”.

THE FOLLOWING ITEMS ARE NEEDED:
Powdered Milk (quart size envelopes)

Canned Meats (tuna, hash, stews, ravioli, chili)
Juice and Cereal

Canned Soups (especially chunky soups)
Peanut Butter & Jelly

Spaghetti Sauce

Canned Vegetables and Pork & Beans
Potatoes (boxed or canned) Yams and Stuffing
Rice and Pasta

Canned Fruits

Macaroni & Cheese

Crackers

Puddings and Jell-O



Snowbirds

If you will be leaving New Jersey for warmer
climes over the winter please let the office know.
We will hold your Circuit Rider for your return.
The post office does not forward Circuit Riders and
charges us $0.42 to return them to the church.
Please include an estimated return date so we can
start sending the Circuit Rider to you when you
return.

Name

Address

We are in the process of
planning the mission trip to
New Fountain of Life in
Acuna, Mexico. The dates for
the trip are December 26, 2008 to Janudrpr1?™,
2008 (depending on airline ticket prices). We will
be staying in Del Rio, Texas, and crossionger
into Mexico everyday. If you have never been on
this mission trip | would STRONGLY encourage
you to go. You will witness first hand God’s
continual work in Mexico through Norris and Ruth
Blair. We would like to try to get a count of how
many people may be interested in going. Please
contact Jim or Claire if you are interested or wioul
like more information.

Radio City Spectacular

The First United Methodist Church of Bradley

Beach is sponsoring a trip to see the Radio City
Christmas Spectacular featuring the ROCKETTES
and company. The trip is scheduled for Saturday,

December 13th, 2008 and is open to everyone. !
Tickets are $155 per person and the schedule is:

8.30 AM: Leave First UMC of Bradley Beach
319 La Reine Avenue, Bradley Beach, NJ 07720
11:30 AM: Radio City Music Hall

1:30 PM: Time on your own

4 PM: Meet Bus and travel home

5:30PM: Estimated time back in Bradley Beach

Contact: Ellen

Breakfast for the Homeless and Poor

Due to the generosity of our St. Paul's family we
will not need any food items this month. Instead we
will be buying everything needed with the money
that has been donated. Thank you to everyone who
so faithfully brought food in or donated money and
we look forward to your continued support. If you
would like to make a donation for this cause you
can include it with your regular Sunday offering,
write “Homeless Breakfast” on your envelope with
the amount you would like to go toward that
mission."

We welcome you to join us in
1) celebrating the beginning of the
Christmas Season, by once again

gathering for the traditional
“Hanging of the Greens”. This year
it will be a little different due to the earlinegskthe
season. We will meet in the sanctuarySaturday
December 6th at 10:00am for decorating.
Everything except the Christmas tree will be put up
the day. The tree will be set up and decorated the
following Saturday, December 18 at 10:00am
As always, we like to have a time of fun and
fellowship before the actual decorating beginsisTh
year we thought it would be fun to have a “Cookie
Sharing time”. Each family brings in 3 dozen
cookies, your choice, but all the same kind. Then
we sit together and sample the different cookies th
everyone has brought, along with coffee, tea and
juice, of course!! Please make sure to have a*tak
home” container with you. We will also be making
an ornament for your tree as a keepsake of our day
together. This pre-decorating time wi
begin at9:00am in the Youth Room. %.\ﬁ
If you have any questions regardir 2@
these events, please feel free to c

If you and your family are interested in

. participating in this event, please fill out thisat- :
» off and place in the offering plate. '

| Saturday, Decembel"6
\ Saturday, December T3

....................................................................



Joy’s October ‘08 Memo

A Successful Safari

A month ago | took off on my last “safari” of thierm.

Not an animal safari but a ministry safari. | sdrbut in
Kampala, the capital of Uganda, and traveled nintit
Sudan and back to Kenya. This was more of a flying
safari since the distances are so great and tes@in
rugged. We were blessed with a rainbow as we flew
through a small shower on one of our flights.

Catching up

While in Kampala | was able to visit with Dr. Martand

his family. Dr. Martin is a Ugandan pediatrician avh
worked with me in Lui, Sudan. | was also able ttclka
up with Anna Yawa, our Sudanese Administrator &t Lu
Hospital when | left over a year ago. She’s now
attending University in

Kampala. And | also had lunch with a friend, Annif}e
who was a visiting staff at Tenwek almost 15 yeays
and is now working at an orphanage in Uganda. Then
headed up to northern Uganda to a town called Arua
where WGM has a team doing pastoral training in
Uganda and Southern Sudan. It was good to sperd tim
with friends: Billy, Joanna and Elsie Jayne Coppedg
and John and Erica Rinehimer. We were able to discu
& strategize on WGM'’s new ministries into Sudan.

Cush Consultation

WGM had a large delegation attend the annual Cush
Consultation that brings together people in migigtr
South Sudan for networking and strategizing. There
were about 80 people from almost 70 organizations w
met in Yei this year. We made some excellent castac
and learned much. By the way, Cush is the Biblieah

for the

people of Sudan.

New Sites

From Yei our Regional Directors, Terry and Karen
Duncan, Reuben Kirui, from Tenwek Community Health
& Development, and | flew to a few towns to invgatie
new ministry opportunities. Our Cessna 206 found a
rainbow following our flight in South Sudan. WGMa#it
attending Cush Consultation: Reuben Kirui, Joy,efar
& Terry Duncan, Billy Coppedge, and John
Rinehimer.Joy handing over to Anna Yawa on leaving
Lui Hospital in June 2007

We were welcomed by Samaritan’s Purse staff inlYiro
A walk through town helped us see the level of
development in this area. | particularly enjoyesditing

the shop that sells spices in big sacks. There was

cinnamon bark, cloves, peppercorns, and ginger athot
used in making masala to flavor tea. We also bought

some fresh figs. In Akot we visited Mustard Seed
International who are running a hospital. On Sundgay
were joined by two of my former Bible Distribution
colleagues to attend a church service. It was eaging

to see so many people carrying the Bibles theyivede
during the Bible Distribution.

As | mentioned in my last update Reuben stayedkaa e
2 weeks (OK, it turned out to be 3 due to a comeidy
errors of cancelled flights, etc.) to do a communit
assessment of the area around Werkok Hospital where
WGM is helping out. He was able to visit many oé th
surrounding villages, but what inspired him the tmos
was visiting a cattle camp. Cattle are very imputrt@
the Dinka tribe! I'm looking forward to reading his
whole report once he has a chance to catch highbrea
after being away a month.

From home to home!

This week | leave my home in Nairobi for my home in
the US. | look forward seeing and visiting manyyofi
and sharing about what God is doing here in Africa.

Please pray that my time in the US will be fruitful
want to share the reality and excitement of follogvi
Jesus into the uttermost parts of Africa!l Pray tGat
will speak to those He wants to join me in this
challenging and fulfilling journey.

Shalom,
Joy

Joy’s Contact Info Support Address

604 Scott Ave. World Gospel Mission

N. Cape May, NJ 08204 P.O. Box 948

Marion, IN 46952-0948

Cell phone: 765-661-0617

Joy Phillips serves with World Gospel Mission insEa
Africa

Sending Cards to Our Service Men
and Women

The UMW would like service men
and women to have Christmas cards
sent to them from the congregation.
If you know someone in the service
you would like cards sent to , please
fill out the form below.

Name

Address




Checks payable to St. Paul’'s U.M.M.

POINSETTIAS FOR
CHRISTMAS

PLEASE RETURN BY DECEMBER 9, 2007

ORDER FORM

Name:

Address:

Phone:

United Methodist Men are now taking orders for _
In Loving Memory Of:

Christmas Poinsettias. If you would like to
purchase a Poinsettia, please fill out the form In Honor Of

below and return with your payment The form
and money can be placed in the collection plate,
sent or given directly to the Church office. POINSETTIA  QTY____ TOTALSENC____ |

| want to take my plant home

The cost of each plant is $8.00,




St. Paul's United Methodist Church

December 2008

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Satday
Weekly Events & 7-9AM Before Care 7-9AM Before Care 6:00AM Men's Breakfast 7-9AM Before Care 7-9AM Before Care 7:00AM Men'’s Disciple
. 12:30-6PM After Care |12:30-6PM After Care 7-9AM Before Care 12:30-6PM After Care 9:00am Bulletin Team — Lib
Meetings ---> 1:15pm Moms In Touch [7:00PM Junior High Youth [6:00am Men's Breakfast — 2:00 Agape Homeschoolers —  [12:30-6PM After Care

9:00 Sunday School

9:00 Adult Bible Study

9:00 Trad. WorshipService
9:00 & 10:45 Childcare- Rm 1

10:10 Fellowship -Norcross Hall
10:45 Contmp. Worship Service

6:30pm Young Adult Group
8:00 Alcoholics Anonymous -
Norcross

group —rm 2

6:00pm  Cub Scout
Pack 19 — Room 8

6:00 Girl Scouts — Rm 1d
7:00pm Senior High
'Youth — Norcross/ Youth
Room

7:30 Adult Bible Study -
Sanctuary/ rm 6/ rm 5

7:30 Safe Place — Rm 10
8:00pm Men'’s Basketball

Norcross/ Library

10:00 Quilting Group — Youth
12:30-6PM After Care

1:00pm Staff Meeting - Library
4:30pm Cherub Choir - Sanc
6:00 Handbell Choir — Music R
6:00 Construction Work Team
6:30 Volleyball - Norcross

7:00 Adult Bible Study Youth
room

Nursery — 1st and 3rd Thursdays
10:00 Ladies Share Gr- Penrods:30 Father and Son Basketball -

Norcross

6:00 Girl Scout Troop 1810 -Rm 8
(every other Thursday) starting 9/4
6:30 Alcoholics Anon. — Room 5
7:00 Boy Scout Trp 33 - Norcross
7:00 Cub Scout Pack 19 —Rm 10

7:00 Carol Choir - Sanctuary

7:00 Celebration Choir — Music R(

7:00 Bible Study - Library
7:00 Bible Study — Nursery

7:00 Women'’s Study Group —rm
8:00 Chancel Choir — Music Room

6:30pm Praise Team — Sanc
8:00

OC Anonymous - Lib

1 2 3 4 5 6
7:00PM Council on 7:00 UMW Exec Bd Mtg Hanging of the Greens
Ministries 7:30 Christmas Band Rehearsg| o
7:00 Trustees o
%
7 Second Sunday of Advent 8 9 10 11 12 13
7:00pm  Finance Mtg (10:00AM Deborah Circle  [7:30 Christmas Band Rehearsdl2:30 Senior Joy Decorating of the
Making Christmas Cards 12noon Rebeccah Circle  |7:30PM Lydia Circle Christmas Tree
7:00PM Miriam Circle 6:00PM Fellowship
Deadline for ordering Dinner
poinsettas
14 Third Sunday of Advent 15 16 17 18 19 20
5:30PM Pizza & Caroling [7:30 Christmas Band Rehearsg! 8:00AM UMM Breakfasty
9:30AM Cantata Dress
Rehearsal
A | 7:30PM Christmas Band
and Cantata
21 Fourth Sunday of Advent 22 23 24 25 26 =327
7:30PM Christmas Band and Spm, 7:30pm, Libm
Cantata
I
28 29 30 31 New Year's Ev




