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September 2008 
 

THE HABIT OF FELLOWSHIP  

Participating in God’s Family 
 

“Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing.  Instead, let us encourage each other.” 

Hebrews 10:25 (GN) 
 

WHY IS FELLOWSHIP SO IMPORTANT? 
 

You and I belong in relationship with other believers.  Throughout the scriptures we see family language.  Christian brothers and 
sisters are to treat each other like physical brothers and sisters.  We all share the same Father.  We need each other. 
 

“Let us do good to all people, especially those who belong to the family of believers.”  Galatians 6:10 
 

“So in Christ, we who are many form one body, and each member belongs to all the others!”  Romans 12:5 
 

Not only does fellowship provide the sense of belonging we all have but fellowship provides the encouragement we need to grow 
spiritually.  We should be more mature this year than we were last year.  Friends help us to do the right things and stop doing the 
wrong things. 
 

“Let us think of one another and how we can encourage each other to love and do good deeds.”   

Hebrews 10:24 (Ph) 
 

Fellowship also provides opportunity for accountability.  We need times of encouragement and we also need people around us who 
will love, support and be honest with us.  We need friends who will make sure we are doing the things we ought to be doing and 
being the people we can be. 
 

“People learn from one another just as iron sharpens iron.” 

Proverbs 27:17 (GN) 
 

Something happens when Christian gather together.  Jesus is in our midst.  We usually like to mention this when we worship or 
pray but it is also true when we fellowship and spend time with other believers. 
 

“For wherever two or three have come together in my name, I am there, right among them!”   

Matthew 18:20 (GN) 
 

There is also, through fellowship, an opportunity to let the world know that there is something different in us that they too can 
experience.  Fellowship is a witness to the world.  When we get together it is not to become self centered but other centered.  We 
become focused in our thinking and reason for being. 
 

(Jesus) “My prayer for all of them is that they will be of one heart and mind ...  

so the world will believe you sent me.”  John 17:21 (LB) 
 

I want to encourage you to find, create and participate in times of fellowship in the coming months.  St. Paul’s provides many such 
activities, from Bible Studies to Recreational Activities, to Fellowship Diners.  Take the time, make the time to fellowship with 
other believers. 
 

See you in Fellowship! 
Pastor John 

 

 



Musings from Donna  
 

I have been going through some trials of my own 
lately.  Over the last few days, I have been waking 
during the night or have not been able to get to sleep.  
I have been taught that if you wake up in the night that 
means God is calling you to pray.  So, like the good 
prayer warrior I am, I prayed.  I prayed for my 
daughter who just moved to Alaska.  I prayed for the 
Uganda Team and anyone else that came to my mind. 
 
The other morning I awoke at 4:30 after going to bed 
at one.  I got up and went into my living room.  Now 
let me tell you about the place where I live.  I live 
over a car parts store.  Next door is a long blue 
warehouse type building.  It is all paved except for a 
small area on the side of my front door.  It looks like a 
business, but in the back is a treasure.   
 
My living room window looks out over several horse 
pastures.  At the end of the furthest one is a grove of 
trees.  Sometimes they look like a mountains and the 
pasture looks like a lake.   
 
This particular morning, the fog was over the pastures.  
The horses were let out about five.  They looked 
bigger in the fog at dawn and it gave me a sense of 
peace as they quietly grazed.  My heart was really 
moved as I thanked God for the blessing of this place. 
 
As I was basking in the beauty, I began to sing In the 

Garden hymn.  This hymn ministered to me many 
times in my life even as a child.  As I closed my eyes 
and sang the chorus: 
 
 And He walks with me and He talks with me  

And He tells me that I am His own; 

And the joy we share as we tarry there, 

None other has ever known. 

 
Suddenly, I realized, He wanted to walk and talk we 
me.  I knew at that moment that all is going to be well, 
because I am His own.   I don’t know how long I sat 
there just singing and talking to the Lord, but when I 
opened my eyes, the sun had come up and the fog was 
dissipating.  The Lord is so faithful.  He can speak to 
us in nature, through song or any other way.  His 
relationship with each of us is unique as the line says:  
 

And the melody that He gave to me  

Within my heart is ringing.  
 
Take time today and bask in the love of the Lord and 
the fog in your life will dissipate. 

Support Group 
 

Isaiah 42:3   A bruised reed he will not break, and 
a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he leads 
justice to victory. "  
 

Matthew12:20 A bruised reed he will not break, 
and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he 
leads justice to victory. " 
 

The Message says “He won’t brush aside the bruised 
and the hurt and he won’t disregard the small and 
insignificant , but He will steadily and firmly set 
things right” 
 

Many of us have experienced bruises in our lives, 
whether physical, emotional or spiritual.  The Lord 
does not want us to stay wounded.  He wants us to 
become victorious not being a victim.  I have also 
heard it said that He wants to turn our scars into stars. 
 

Perhaps as a child you fell down and skinned your 
knees.  The wound starts healing and scabs over, but 
before it can heal properly we fall and break open the 
wound again.  This may happen several times, until 
one day we stop falling and the wound can properly 
heal. 
 

Sometimes the wound does heal properly and there is 
an infection underneath that cannot be seen.  Those of 
us born before antibiotics know the results could end 
in death as the poison entered our system.  Perhaps 
you have been wounded and have not been healed.  
Perhaps your wound is fresh or old and festering.  God 
wants to set things right. 
 

Starting September 14th at 7:00 I will be facilitating a 
support group for women who have been physically, 
emotionally, mentally or sexually abused.  We will be 
using Healing for Damaged Emotions by David 
Seamans.  We will also be using the workbook.  You 
can go on amazon.com if you would like to see the 
book. 
 

For more information you can call me at the office at 
732-458-2080 x16 or e-mail me at 
DRidge@stpaul’sbrick .org 
 

I am starting this group because a few women have 
requested it. I know that everyone is affected by 
abuse.  Men you may want to read the book.  I am 
praying that if a group for men is needed that God will 
raise someone up. 
 

May God bless you all.  My prayer is that as we draw 
near to Him and He will draw near to us. He is 
faithful. 
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Bishop's Songfest and Celebration 
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MEMBERSHIP CLASS 
 

Pastor John will be giving a membership class for 
individuals who are interested in joining the Church 
(and anyone who wishes to explore their faith). At 
the end of the membership class you may make 
your decision on joining the church. The class will 
be on Saturday, September 6th from 10am to 2pm at 
the Sally Ike parsonage.  Contact the office (732)-
458-2080 if you are interested in joining the class. 
 

Pastor John will also be giving classes for those 
who wish to deepen their faith in the Lord.  
Maturity and Ministry classes will be on a Saturday 
in the fall.  For more information call the office.�
�

 
2008 Bowl-A-Thon Sponsor Sheets are available in 
the Office or on the bulletin board across from the 
office.  Come on out for a great time while helping 
the Open Door Pregnancy Care Center. 

Youth Group 
 

Hello St. Paul’s & Friends!   
 

 It’s coming up to that time of the year again 
– fall!  That’s right.  For many of us, it’s time to get 
back into a different groove of scheduling around 
school hours and the beginning of shorter days as 
we’re already two-thirds of the way through the 
year 2008.  For those in our youth ministry, it marks 
the beginning of a new set of opportunities, 



challenges, and the return to a different kind of 
structure than the summers usually offer.  Some of 
our youth are embarking on milestone stages in 
their lives that are so unique from anything they 
ever have, or ever will experience for the rest of 
their lives.  I am particularly thinking of those who 
are entering into high school, those who are 
entering their senior year of high school, and those 
who are going off to college for the first time.   
 New opportunities can be a little scary to 
some, and very exciting to others.  Not to mention 
the fact that there are all kinds of questions that we 
would like to see answered such as “What am I 
going to do?”  “How am I going to do it?” and 
“Who can I count on to be with me to share this 
journey?”  Perhaps the most important question, 
however, no matter what our new and present 
situations and challenges are, is “What kind of 
person do I want to be?”  All of our doing flows 
from our being, and I believe that the Lord’s desire 
is to transform our being so that our doing reflects 
one whose heart is after God’s.   
 The Lord knows how to instill courage and 
devotion in His people better than anyone ever 
could.  In the first chapter of Joshua, not only does 
He call Joshua to action in leading His people to the 
Promised Land, but He builds Joshua’s character 

and confidence by a reminder of His faithfulness 
and an encouragement to be brave and strong in the 
face of new challenges.  God’s promises (“I will be 

with you… I will not leave you or forsake you… the 

LORD your God is with you wherever you go.”), 
God’s encouragement (“No man shall be able to 

stand before you all the days of your life… be 

strong and very courageous… Do not be frightened, 

and do not be dismayed…”), and God’s command 
(“Do not turn from [God’s word] to the right hand 

or to the left… you shall meditate on it day and 

night, so that you may be careful to do according to 

all that is written in it.) to Joshua are similar to what 
he speaks to us today in the face of our new 
challenges (see Joshua 1.5-9).     
 

 So, in the face of a new season (especially 
for those entering new stages of life) may God’s 
promises, His encouragement, and His commands 
to you cause you to be the kind of man or woman 
that He desires for you to be.  He has promised to 
be with His disciples always (Matthew 28.20), to be 
for us and not against us (Romans 8.31), and calls 
us to trust in His word as we move forward in this 
life (Proverbs 3.5-6).   
 

God Bless, Matt 
 

WELCOME BACK TO 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 

 

Mark your calendars, it’s that time of year again! As 
school begins again for students we also will be 
starting our Christian Education Sunday school 
classes on September 7th at 9:00am. All children 
and friends are welcome to participate in having fun 
and learning the Word of God. Room assignments 
and teachers will be posted, please watch for 
upcoming notices in the church bulletin. We also 
offer Adult Sunday school classes and all are 
welcome. On September 21st we will be celebrating 
Christian Education Sunday when the 3rd grade 
children will receive their bibles and our Sunday 
school staff will be recognized, please join us in 
church. Our Sunday school office is also in need of 
a volunteer to help one Sunday a month, if you are 
able to help please contact the church office 
 

Pictorial Directory 
 

We will be taking pictures for a 
new pictorial directory this 
coming fall and winter. Only St. 
Paul’s members will be included 
in the directory but anyone can 
come and have their portrait 
taken. (You do not need to be a 

member to have a picture taken).  Every family 
(members and non-members alike) that has a 
picture taken will receive a free 8x10 family portrait 
as well as the opportunity to purchase other 
pictures.   
 

Mark your calendars for November 20th and 21st 
from 3-9:30pm, November 22nd (10am to 5pm) and 
January 6th and 7th from 3-9:30pm.  Look for more 
information in the bulletin and Circuit Rider as we 
get closer to these dates. 

STOP BY THE LIBRARY! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A big “Thank You” goes out to all who have 

donated books to St. Paul’s library over the years. 
Because of your generosity, our reading and 

 



reference selections continue to grow and evolve, 
reflecting current Christian topics.  The library’s 
move to its new location down the hall prompted a 
total reorganization of its inventory.  Retired book 
titles and books in poor condition were donated to 
Jim Hughes ministries in Newfield, NJ throughout 
this past year. (For more information on Jim, please 
visit his website at: http://jimhughesministries.org).  

Books are passed on to the library because 
you want to share an inspiration after you are done 
with it.  We appreciate that you are thinking of your 
fellow members. It is only due to your charity that 
we are able to fill our shelves.  Sometimes, 
however, piles of books are left in the library with 
no explanation.  Trying to track down the owner or 
the owner’s intention isn’t always successful.  In an 
effort to avoid future confusion in donating to the 
library inventory, please clearly label all book 
donations - “LIBRARY DONATION” and include 
only non-secular titles.  The library’s aim is to 
represent only the latest Christian issues and the 
newest Christian fiction. If you have any 
recommendations on a title you feel should be 
added to our shelves, let me know and I will put it 
on the want list.My email is SueL3257@gmail.com.  
In addition, if you read one of the books in the 
library and want to recommend it to the 
congregation, let me know. 

Please stop by the library and enjoy the 
selection.  Shelves are organized into different 
sections. Looking for a specific title? A specific 
author? No problem.  The database notebook is 
sorted three ways to help with your search.  Books 
can be searched by title, author or section.  Any 
material containing an inside pocket and “check 
out” card is ready for loan.  Simply fill out the insert 
card and leave the card in the “check out” bin.  
Return the book at your leisure. Upon returning 
book, just leave the book on the counter in the 
“return” bin.  Please do not file book away on shelf.   

So, please help yourself. This is your library. 
Enjoy the books that your fellow congregates 
wanted to share with you.  Take a book to the 
office.  Read it on your break. Read it on the bus.  
You never know what witnessing opportunity may 
arise. 

Sue  
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Study of Hebrews (14 weeks) 

Starting Monday, Sept. 15th 
7:30-8:45. We will gather in the Sanctuary, then 
women will meet in one classroom and the men in 
another for an in-depth study. Call for more details: 
Rich & Heidi or Fran  

 
UNITED METHODIST WOMEN DINNER & 

GENERAL MEETING 
 
 The United Methodist Women will meet on 
Tuesday, September 16th at 6:30 PM for dinner.  
This is our Membership Dinner.  Come out and 
learn about the UMW.  All ladies are invited.  For 
more information, call Ruth Snyder 732-840-2182        
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

United Methodist Women 
Rummage/ White Elephant/Bake 

Sale  Saturday,  
Sept. 27, 2008  
10 am-3 PM  

Clothing $4/Bag 
 Lunch Available  

 

Donations of CLOTHING, LINENS,  WHITE 
ELEHANT ITEMS, BAKED GOODS, JEWELRY 
can be brought in on Friday, September 26st  only 

from 9 AM- 8 PM 
Kitchen donations should also be brought in on 

FRIDAY 

 



Stewardship 
 

St Paul’s United Methodist Church thanks you and 
asks for your continued support!  Jesus taught us 
that he came to serve others, not to be served.  This 
is our example, that we may more appropriately 
serve others, and in so doing gain something 
ourselves – fulfillment of God’s will. 
 
St Paul’s, its programs, and outreach missions, 
cannot exist without the support of its congregation.  
There are many programs and missions, and we feel 
they are making a difference in peoples’ lives; both 
for those who contribute as well as those who 
receive.  For this, we thank you!   
 
Many Church sponsored programs are supported 
through your participation as well as contributions 
of time, talent and treasures.  Time is in short 
supply and great demand these days.  Any amount 
of time you can contribute to the Church makes a 
difference.  Call Pastor JD or a committee 
chairperson if you feel you can give some time; 
either on a one time basis or an ongoing basis.  
Time can be devoted to Church programs from your 
own home, or at the Church in person.  Everyone 
has some God given talent they can share towards 
making a ministry more meaningful and effective.  
By recognizing an opportunity and acting upon it, 
we are fulfilling God’s call.   
 

St Paul’s is also dependant on your commitment of 
treasures.  Although making contributions of one’s 
time and talent may be the most difficult to 
orchestrate, contributing some of your treasurers 
may be equally as difficult to plan.  There are 
biblical guidelines which mentor us on what a 
“proper” amount or percentage is.  Each person is 
urged to prayerfully consider what level or giving is 
appropriate for them and what level should be a 
goal.  In addition, Pastor D recently offered a series 
of weekly evening lessons on money management, 
and there has been a brochure previously distributed 
regarding twelve ways in which to contribute one’s 
treasure.  As you may recall, one can make a current 
contribution and / or a future contribution in various 
ways.   
 
In order to be effective administrators of your 
monetary contributions, the Finance Committee 
works diligently to develop and implement financial 
plans and budgetary constraints.  This is a 

continuous process and they undertake to prove to 
the congregation on an ongoing basis that they are 
worthy of your sacrificial giving.  The initial three 
year stewardship campaign concluded with success.  
However, we still have seventeen years to go on our 
twenty year mortgage.  It is the Finance 
Committee’s view that nothing is set in stone and 
continual adjustments have to be made; however, 
we must fulfill our contractual obligation to the 
bankers to meet the mortgage payment, while also 
meeting our current ongoing expenses.  
 
As part of the next phase of the Stewardship 
Campaign, the Finance Committee previously 
solicited input from the congregation as to how 
much the Church could expect to receive towards its 
ongoing operating budget as well as towards the 
expansion (mortgage).  Unfortunately, the pledged 
amounts appeared to be less than during the initial 
three year campaign, and actual receipts to date 
have proven this to be the case.  For 2008, we have 
experienced a consistent shortfall, which amounts to 
$2,700 per month, on average, less than needed for 
the mortgage payment.   
 
While it is St Paul’s responsibility to keep its 
congregants informed, it is also our responsibility to 
recommend actions to hopefully rectify this 
scenario.  The Church had made an appeal to tithe a 
portion of any government given economic stimulus 
check recently received.  Also, many members are 
increasing the amount of time volunteered on 
projects within the Church directly aimed at 
avoiding having to pay outside tradesmen. As 
mentioned earlier, Pastor D offered evening 
lecturers on financial planning and budgeting so as 
to help people help themselves, and therefore be in 
a better position to make financial contributions.   
 
The Church realizes that the economy is and has 
been dismal for some time now.  People must be 
trying to “invent” new ways to stretch their dollars 
in order to run their households.  The Church is in 
the same predicament.  Please call Pastor D if you 
would like to discuss how we may help suggest 
ideas for you and the Church to reach its mutual 
goals together.  If you would like at any time to 
revise the amount of your pledge toward the present 
operating budget as well as the expansion, please 
contact Pete, Finance Committee Chairperson.    
Thank you once again for all you give of your time, 
talent and treasure. 




