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During worship on Sunday mornings we have been looking at the story of Jonathan and the armor bearer.         
(I Samuel 14)  This is one of those stories you do not hear much about yet it illustrates so clearly how one 
person can influence a nation.  Jonathan was the son of King Saul.  
 

The Philistines were in battle against the Israelites and Saul, as king, should lead them in this battle.  Saul 
disobeyed a direct command of God and as result feared going into battle.  Instead of doing something, 
anything, he did nothing.  There are times when we know what we are supposed to do and we choose to do 
nothing.  In James “Anyone who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.”  James 4:17 
 

One night while Saul and his army were sleeping, Jonathan wakes up and tells his armor bearer to come with 
him.  He tells him they are going to pick a fight with the Philistines.  No one knew that they had left.  The 
amazing part of this story is the only people who had swords out of the entire Israelite army were Saul and 
Jonathan. 
 

So Jonathan and the armor bearer go and show themselves to one of the outposts.  That is still a mystery to me.  
If you are planning a secret night assault, why would you let them see you coming?  The Philistine outpost 
challenged them to come up.  They climb up the cliff and defeat those in the outpost.  Why the Philistines did 
not kill them on the way up is another mystery to me.  How two guys with one sword can defeat 20 Philistines 
is another mystery.  At the moment the outpost was defeated, God sent an earthquake which sent a panic 
throughout the entire Philistine army.   
 

When King Saul and his army saw and heard all that was happening they entered the battle.  Other Israelites 
who were hiding entered the battle.  Even the Israelites who had joined the Philistines changed sides to fight 
with the Israelites and the Philistines were defeated. 
 

Jonathan is a wonderful example of influence.  His influence moved the armor bearer to go with him into battle.  
His influence moved his father to action and the army to enter the battle.  His influence moved those who were 
hiding out of fear to enter the battle.  His influence moved traitors to trade back to the winning team. 
  
This is the essence of influence. Influence is more powerful than authority.  Authority shapes what a person 
does, but influence shapes who a person becomes.   
 

Like Jonathan there will be times we need to invite others who would listen to follow us into an uncertain 
future.  What we discover is that influence is contagious.  Within the word influence is “flu”.   People who are 
influential pass on what they have like the flu.  Influence is contagious, and if you want to know how influence 
works, just follow the trail of influenza. 
 

We are all carriers, not of some dangerous virus, but carriers of character.  And through our character, we pass 
on attitudes and values. 
 

Take some time today to think about who you have an influence on and how you are influencing them.  
Hopefully we are a positive influence on those around us and are infecting people with the right things. 
 

See you in Worship, Pastor John 

 



Youth 
 

Well, summer is here and as I write this month’s 
article, a number of young people have recently 
graduated from 8th grade to high school, and there 
are a couple of people from our church who are 
graduating from high school this Wednesday.  For 
many of our youth, the summer is filled with 
opportunities to use some extra time in a number of 
ways.  Perhaps you may even find yourself with 
some free time this summer as well.    
 I’ve noticed that for some people, the 
summer can just be a lazy time where the mindset is 
to simply ‘go with the flow’ without any particular 
direction or purpose.  For those whose summers 
often feel like this, you may find them getting bored 
by August, waiting for the fall activities to come 
around again.  For others, the summer can tend to 
be a very busy and driven time with lots of places to 
go and people to see, but there is not enough time to 
rest and enjoy life in the ways that would benefit 
them in their relationship to God and to the people 
in their life.  I believe that either of these extremes 
is far from how the Lord would have us live and 
spend our extra time, and I believe that having our 
priorities in the right places can help us to use our 
time wisely without being too lazy or being burned 
out.   
 Jesus, in Matthew 13 tells a parable about a 
sower who goes out to sow his seeds.  The seeds fall 
on four different types of soil – each one 
representing different types of responses to God’s 
word.  One seed falls on the path – it never receives 
God’s word; Satan comes and snatches it away.  
One falls upon rocky soil – it receives the word at 
once with great joy, but when trouble and 
persecution come because of the word, it falls away 
because it has no root and it gets scorched by the 
sun.  Another seed falls among thorns – the “cares 
of this world and the deceitfulness of riches” choke 
the word and make it unfruitful.  And yet another 
falls on good soil and produces a crop, some a 
hundred, some sixty, and some thirty times what 
was sown.    
   This week I’m posing this question to our 
youth group – What cares of this world and other 
distractions keep us from being open to hearing 
God’s voice and following God’s will?  What are 
we tempted to make more of a priority of in our 
lives than God?  Is it too much busyness?  Is it some 
kind of idolatry (loving someone or something more 
than God)?  Is it some kind of willful sin?  Is it 
making more money?   

 I would never want the “cares of this world 
and the deceitfulness of riches” to choke out God’s 
word and make it unfruitful in any of our lives.  If 
you feel as though there is something in your life 
that is becoming more of a priority in your life than 
your relationship to Jesus Christ, I would strongly 
encourage you to bring that before the Lord and be 
willing to sacrifice it to Him today.  It may not be 
easy for you, but its worth so much more to you and 
me to gain Christ and lose things that don’t last in 
the end anyway.   
 Lastly, what kinds of things have caused you 
to draw closer to the Lord and to be submissive to 
His will?  If those things are not currently a priority 
in your life, I want to encourage you to bring those 
things back to the forefront.  The Lord loves us so 
much and longs for us to draw near to Him.   
 

God Bless,  Matt  
 

Congratulations Class of 2008! 

 
Congratulations to the following members of the 
class of 2008: 
 

  
 

If you know of anyone who was inadvertently left 
off this list please contact the office at 732/458-
2080.  

A Challenge for You! 
 

One of the many ways we receive spiritual blessings 
is by following the will of God.  He wants us to 
tithe.  Many people do not feel able to give ten 
percent due to their financial situation.  We would 
like to challenge you to take a small step in that 
direction by tithing the Economic Stimulus Check 
that many have (or will soon) receive from the 
government.   This generosity will help support the 
ministries of St. Paul's UMC in furthering the work 
of the Lord.  Thank you. 

 
 
 

 
 
 



Expectations – Part 2 
Counseling 
By Donna  

 

Last month I wrote about unmet expectations. This 
month I would like to talk about things that are not 
always what we expect or surprise!!!!  Let’s pick up 
in Genesis 42 -45. 
 

Again, Joseph’s story gives us a glimpse into when 
we think something is one way and turns out to be 
another.  After his brother’s sold him into slavery, 
they thought they would never see him again and 
that their father would never find out that he had not 
been killed by the ferocious animal.  Were they ever 
wrong! 
 

Let’s pick up Joseph’s story during the famine in 
the land.  To make a long story short, Jacob sent all 
the brothers except Benjamin to Egypt to buy grain.  
Joseph’s brothers did not recognize him.  He put 
them all in prison, accusing them of being spies.  He 
ordered one of them kept in prison.  The others he 
sent home with the grain demanding that they return 
with their youngest brother.  He even returned their 
silver.  When the brother’s found the silver, they 
were afraid to return.  They thought they were being 
punished for selling their brother.  After a while 
they needed to return for more grain and reminded 
their father that they had to take Benjamin.  Against 
his better judgment and because he knew he had no 
other choice, Jacob relented.   
 

 Joseph saw Benjamin and had a dinner prepared for 
his brothers.  He even let Simeon out of prison.  
They were still afraid.  They ate heartily, Benjamin 
getting the largest portion.  Then Joseph ordered his 
servant to put as much food as they could carry into 
their sacks with their silver.  Then the servant was 
to put Joseph’s cup in the sack of the youngest 
brother.  After the brothers left, Joseph sent his 
servant to catch up with them and accuse them of 
taking the cup.   They denied it of course and said 
that the one in whose sack it was found would die 
and the rest would become slaves.  It was found in 
Benjamin’s sack.  Upon arriving back at the palace 
Judah pleaded with Joseph not to take Benjamin as 
his slave, repeating the whole story about their 
brother that was killed and how their aged father 
would die if they did not return with Benjamin.  
After awhile, Joseph could no longer stand it and 
revealed himself to his brother. He told them that 
this was God’s plan the whole time and sent them to 

get their father.  How Jacob must have rejoiced to 
know that his son was alive. 
 

Another biblical example of this is Esther’s story.  
She had no idea when she went to the palace that 
she would be used to save her people.  She had to 
make a life threatening decision to go before the 
king without being asked.  The king received her.  
She still had to wait for the perfect time to reveal to 
the king who she really was and to expose Haman 
for who he really was.  It makes me wonder how 
God is working in our lives behind the scenes. 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL MISSION WALK      
 

During April and May, the Sunday school classes 
gathered sponsors for their annual Walk to benefit 
Missions which took place June 1st.  This year the 
proceeds are for the benefit of youth mission trips, 
Christian Summer camp scholarships, and a 
collection was taken of pop top pull tabs and 
various items for the Ronald McDonald House in 
Long Branch.            
 

We are very excited to report that the walk was a 
SUCCESS and the children raised $1,269.75 and 
there is still some more to be collected.  With 
$1,289.75 in pledged sponsors this has been our 
best year yet!!  If you have sponsored a child and 
wish to leave your donation in the offering plate, 
please mark it mission walk.  The collection of pop 
tops and other “wish list” items will be taken to the 
Ronald McDonald House  in Long Branch.  
 

Our scholarship recipients for 2008 are Sean 
Howard, Wes Buckley, and Lacey Bennett who will 
be going on the Kentucky Mission Trip; and 
Andrew Jova, Carley Jova, and Kori Schiess will be 
attending Christian Summer camps.  We look 
forward to hearing from them upon their return. 
 

Give the children and teachers a pat on the back for 
their hard work and dedication to the Mission work 
being done at St. Paul’s.  Their example is one to 
follow!  Thank you to all the Sunday school 
teachers, the Sunday school office staff, St. Paul’s 
Christian school, the junior and senior high for our 
field games and those involved weekly with help 
setting up the tables.  We could not have done it 
without everyone’s help.  And last but certainly by 
no means least, the members of St. Paul’s thank you 
for all of your support! 



 
 

THANK YOUS ALL AROUND!!!   
 

CELEBRATION CHOIR 
    St. Paul’s Celebration Choir (Youth Choir) has 
now ended for the 2007-2008 year. We would like 
to thank all of our members for all of their hard 
work and dedication since September. They are a 
great group of youth and we have enjoyed our 
ministry together. They have ministered to our 
congregation at least twice a month as well as for 
special services. Thank you all for your service to 
St. Paul’s. The following are the members of the 
Celebration Choir:   
 
      A special thank you also to Judy for all the 
many hours she dedicated to our choir. She has been 
a wonderful assistant and is extremely dedicated to 
our youth and their work for the Lord. Also big 
thanks to Milt for all he does with the sound 
 Director, Barbara Estelle 
 
 

THANK YOU!  
    Our thanks would not be complete without a 
heartfelt thank you to our children’s choir directors, 
Janet and Judy. They have given so much of their 
time to leading our little ones in God’s praises every 
week and we appreciate this very much. They are 
both dedicated and loving, special people who have 
shown our children how important it is to love the 
Lord and share His word through their joyful 
singing. Thanks also to our assistants, Judy Cindy, 
and Kyle and Kyleen. They have been to all of our 
children’s and youth choir rehearsals to lend their 
help and support. They too are dedicated to our 
children in a very special way. 
 
     We also want to thank Jane for playing the 
piano for all of our children’s choirs. She has shown 
her love for music and the children in this 
commitment to our music ministry and we thank her 
for all her dedication to these children’s and youth 
choirs. She is very talented and we appreciate her 
helping us every week. 
   We also have a very big thank you to our sound 
technicians who work so hard at enabling our music 
to be heard: Milt, Gordon, Al, and Paul.                               
In His Service, Barbara  

 
 

Christmas Concert Band   
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all of 
the great musicians who played for the Christmas 
Band. This Band, which played for the Christmas 
program at the cantata, is unique in that it is made 
up of people from St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church, High Schools in the area, various colleges, 
and community members. We are blessed to have 
so many youth and adults involved in this ministry. 
Thank you to them—and if you are 7th grade-adult 
and play an instrument we encourage you to join us 
in October.  

 
BELL CHOIR 

Thank you, thank you to all of our wonderful 
“ringers”. They gave much time and effort to our 
Handbell Choir in order to make it a very special 
ministry at St. Paul’s. Their ministry was very much 
appreciated by all. Thank you to the following 
people:  
 
 
    We are looking forward to a great new year this 
September. We hope that you will consider joining 
us next year in this great ministry.      
 
  Director, Barbara  

PRAISE TEAM  
St. Paul’s is very blessed to have a contemporary 
Praise Team. These members give up their Friday 
nights to practice in order to sing and play for 
Sunday services. They are dedicated and hard 
working and their ministry to St. Paul’s is much 
appreciated. The following are the 2007-2008 
Praise Team members:  
THANK YOU ALL! 
 

Cherub Choir 
 

Today is the last day for the Cherubs to sing this 
year.  Thank you all for such a great year of singing 
praises to God.  Thank you to Cindy Davis and Jane 
Hasher for their dedication to the Cherubs.  Thanks 
to Kyle and Kyleen for being there every week to 
help wherever they are needed.  Thanks to all the 
parents and grandparents for faithfully bringing the 
children each week. 
 

Our play this year was “Livin’ Inside Out”.  The 
Cherubs worked so hard for months and it was a 
great success.  This year’s members were: 

 

! Janet  



CHANCEL CHOIR 
 
Thank you to St. Paul’s Chancel Choir for their 
dedication to St. Paul’s Music Ministry. They have 
devoted much time to our worship services, 
cantatas, and special events. Many of them have 
been part of our choir for many years. We are 
indeed blessed to have each and every one of these 
faithful servants. Thank you for singing God’s 
praises—whether it be for your first year or your 
50th year!  
 
ST. PAUL’S CHANCEL CHOIR  
 

Chancel Choir Accompanist- A big THANK 
YOU to our choir accompanist, Barbara. She is a 
very talented pianist and assistant organist and we 
appreciate all of her wonderful keyboard work.  
 

Our Sound technicians are essential to everything 
we do do for do: worship services, cantatas, and 
special programs at St. Paul’ holidays. They spend 
hours and hours doing this job.  
 
A SPECIAL THANK YOU to these very special 
people!   



Delanco Camp Meeting 
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Sunday Fellowship Time 
 

It is that time of year again when we take a break 
from the normal routine (Sunday Fellowship time) 
to rest, reflect and worship our Lord and God; in 
whose name Jesus we serve our church family 
throughout the year.  On behalf of my brother 
Michael and me, we want to thank all for their 
support and prayers and especially those who have 
helped us in our own time of need.  We wish all the 
best in this summer season 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 
  
A reminder that the last day of Sunday school was 
June 15th with babysitting continuing thru out the 
summer during the 9:00 o'clock service.  Sunday 
school will begin again on September 7th.  I'd like to 
thank the parents for their commitment in 
consistently bringing their children to church  and 
supporting the teachers as together we are teaching 
the children God's word.  It is important for our 

 



children to have a good Christian foundation so they 
can make good choices as they grow. 
  

We are currently in need of volunteers to help with 
the following:  Sunday school teachers/teachers 
aides, substitute teachers, office staff, babysitting 
help (Sunday rotations), Vacation Bible school 
volunteers (St Paul's-7/28 to 8/1 and Kids Alley 
VBS 8/18 to 8/22).   In order to plan and prepare 
these programs for your children we need your help, 
if you can help in any of these positions or more 
information please call Kathy Deal (458-0249) or 
let the office (458-2080) know of your interest.  
Your help would be so appreciated.  Thank You! 
 

"Thank you for Serving with a Heart like Jesus" 
  

 Please take a moment to show your thanks and 
appreciation to the following Sunday school staff 
for their outstanding commitment to the children 
and adults of our church.  They have had an 
unwavering dedication in their commitment each 
Sunday to teach the Word of God:  
 

"We give thanks to God always for you all, making 
mention of you in our prayers, remembering 
without ceasing your work of faith, labor of love, 
and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in 
the sight of our God and Father...." 1 Thess. 1:2 

 
 

Coming in August…FRANK BROWN!! 
 

Frank Brown is the executive director of CSI 
ministries in Muncie, Indiana (csiministries.org) 
and has been involved with missions for more than 
40 years.  Frank will be preaching here in August 
while Pastor John is in Uganda. 
It was through a little Methodist church in Port 
Republic, NJ that Frank met Jesus as his Savior and 
learned to follow him as his Lord in his early years. 
Early on he began praying consistently for the 
missionaries and ministries of World Gospel 

Mission (WGM). 
 

With degrees from Asbury College (psychology and 
English secondary education), Asbury Theological 
Seminary (missions and evangelism), the University 
of Pennsylvania (counseling), and Rutgers 
University (education), Frank served for eleven (11) 
years in various administrative and public relations 
capacities with WGM as a member of their support 
staff. On July 16, 2007, Frank assumed the 
leadership of CSI Ministries, Inc. 
  

Frank, with tremendous support from Kelly, his 
wife of 20 years, has served, too, as a part-time 
pastor of United Methodist churches in New Jersey 
and Indiana as well as a mental health therapist, a 
college administrator, a classroom teacher (middle 
and high school), a college instructor, a guidance 
counselor, and a recruiter of students for Indiana 
Wesleyan University’s first online graduate degree 
program. 
  

Kelly, after having spent many years as an 
elementary school teacher and Christian school 
administrator, is currently the office manager for 
Lakeview Wesleyan Church in Marion, Indiana, 
where the Brown family resides with AJ, their 8-
year-old son.��
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The Food Pantry is in need of the following types of 
food: 

Powdered Milk 
Chili 
Crackers (Saltines) 
Canned Fruit 
Canned Meats**  
Hash 
 

**Extreme need is canned meats (chicken, tuna, 
ham etc.) and stews.**   Please leave all donations 
in the round tub by the mailboxes. 
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Peanut Butter  
Jelly 
Rice 
Pancake Mix & Syrup 
Spaghetti Sauce 
Canned Stew** 



�������

����������� �	��
��
����	������������
������!���"�

 
United Methodist Women 

 

Dates to Remember: 
August         26 Executive Board 7 PM 
September    16  Membership Dinner 6:30 PM 
October          4  Rummage Sale 10-3 PM 
 

Many thanks to all who worked so hard on our 
fundraisers and church activities.  We are on our way 
to exceedinng our budget and more than likely will be 
able to contribute to more mission projects.  Enjoy the 
summer and we look forward to getting started in the 
fall with our many activities��
 

�

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The baseball season has begun and with it a 
wonderful opportunity for members of your 
congregation to strengthen fellowship between each 
other.  Saturday, July 26, 2008 is going to be United 
Methodist Night at the Philadelphia Phillies!  
United Methodists from Pennsylvania�� Delaware and 
New Jersey areas are invited to this special 
recognition day at the ballpark.  All churches in 
attendance will have their name in lights on the big 
announcement board during the game!  

This is a great opportunity to take a group of baseball 
fans (and lovers of hotdogs) to see a terrific game as 
the Phillies take on the Atlanta Braves. Not only will 
you enjoy an evening of baseball, but also for every 

ticket sold, the Phillies organization will donate up to 
$5 to the Greater New Jersey Conference.  These 
funds will support our United Methodist Men in their 
mission and ministries.  It's a win-win situation for 
The United Methodist Church and especially the 
United Methodist Men���

So spread the word!  Sell tickets! Complete the order 
form available in the office and send it back to the 
Phillies Group Sales Office.  You don't have to be 
United Methodist to be part of the fun, so invite your 
friends and neighbors, too!  Get a busload of people 
to make the trip to the ballpark a fun-filled day for 
everyone�  
 
 

Are you ready for Catalyst?!? 
 

Get ready! It’s coming!  The most unique and 
exciting leadership conference in the country is 
happening October 3-6 in Atlanta Georgia!  You 
are invited (whether you are in leadership or just 
thinking about it) to this awesome event! 
 

Incredible music and worship, innovative and 
engaging speakers and cutting edge resources is 
what Catalyst is all about.  So hurry up and get in 
your deposit of $100 by August 30th to reserve 
your spot.  Don’t delay as there are limited spots 
available.  Total cost for the event is only $450 
(includes airfare, hotel, conference and meals)!   
 

Contact Pastor John or the church office for more 
information.  To see more about Catalyst go to 
catalystconference.com. 

�
 

 
 
 

 

 



St. Paul's United Methodist Church 
July 2008 

 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
 Weekly Events & 
  Meetings  - - - > 
 
9:00       Trad. WorshipService 
10:45    Contemp. Worship Svc. 
12:30   Women’s Softball Prac. 
6:30        Vortex 
8:00        Alcoholics Anon.          
 

6:30pmWomen’s Softball 
7:00PM  Senior High  
                Youth 
 

6:30pm Men’s Softball 
7:00 Junior High Youth  
7:30 Safe Place – Rm 10 
8:00pm Men’s Basketball 
 
  

 
 

 6:00AM Men's Breakfast 
 11:00am Staff Meeting 
6:30 Volleyball 
 

6:30PM Alcoholics Anon. 
6:30 Men’s Softball 
 7:00 Boy Scout Trp 33 
  
 

 9:00AM Bulletin Team 
 6:00 PM Praise Team 
practice 
 8:00  OC Anon 

 7:00am Men’s Disciple 
  
 

  
  

  
  
 DELANCO 

 1 
   
   CAMP 

2 
  
  MEETING   

  3   4 
       Independence Day 
             Office Closed 

 
 

 5 
  

6 
 
  

 7 
  
 7:00pm Trustees 

 8 
 

  9 
  

 10 
  

 11 
  

 12 
  
  
 

 13 
 
 
 
 
 

 14 
 7:00pm Finance 
 

 15 
   

  16 
  
  
 

 17     18 
  

 19 
  
 
 
 

 20 
       
 
 
 
 

 21 
  
 

 22 
  

 23 
  
  
 

 24 
  

 25 
  
  
 

 26 
  
 
 

 27 
  

 28 
 
  VACATION  
 
 
  7:30 SPR Meeting 

 29   
 
     BIBLE 
 

COSMIC CITY 

 30 
  
 SCHOOL 
 

 31 
 
 

   

1   
 
 

 



 
 

St. Paul's United Methodist Church 
August 2008 

 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 Weekly Events & 
  Meetings  - - - > 
 
 9:00AM Sunday School 
 9:00       Trad. WorshipService 
 10:10     Fellowship – Norcross  
 10:45    Contemp. Worship Svc. 
6:30        Vortex 
8:00        Alcoholics Anon.          

7:00PM  Senior High  
                Youth 
 

7:00 Junior High Youth  
7:30 Safe Place – Rm 10 
8:00pm Men’s Basketball 
 
  

 
 

 6:00AM Men's Breakfast 
 11:00AM Staff Meeting 
6:30 Volleyball 
 

6:30PM Alcoholics Anon. 
 7:00 Boy Scout Trp 33 
  
 

 9:00AM Bulletin Team 
 7:00 PM Praise Team 
 8:00  OC Anon 

 7:00AM Men’s Disciple 
  
 

  
  
 
  

 
 
 

  
   
   
 

  
   

  
  
 
   
      

 1 St. Paul’s VBS 
   

 

 2 
  7:00pm Youth Community Worship 

  3  
    
   

 4  
 7:00 Trustees 
 
 

 5 
  
 

 6 
   
 
  
 

 7 
     
   

 8 
 

 9 
    
       

10  
 
        
  
   

 11 
    
 7:00Finance 
 
 UGANDA MISSION TRIP 
 

 12 
  

 13 
    
      
     

 14 
    
 
    
     

 15 
    
 

 16 
 

 17 

   
 
 
 UGANDA MISSION TRIP  

 18 
   
 Kid’s Alley 

 19 
    
   Vacation  

 20 
 
Bible 

 21 
              
     School  
 

 22 
   

 23    

 

 24 
 
UGANDA MISSION TRIP 

 2:00pm    
  HYMNSING/PICNIC 
 

 25 
    7:00 SPR Committee 

 26 
 7:00PM UMW Exec Board 

 27 
   
 
 

 28 
   

 29 
 

 30 
    

31   1 
   LABOR DAY 
   Office Closed 

         

 

 


